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AC COUN 1 
[> [DREADFUL FIRE | 


| I N. THE 
County of 1 which 8 
FJFune iv. M. Dec. xxxi. 
Together with a2 


SERMON 


bs Preached at Blandford, June 4. 1735. being 
the Day ſet apart by the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſeenters there for Prayer and Humiliation #4 
under the Remembrance of that San 


PROVIDENCE, - 4 

| To which is added, | 2 75 4 

| SERIOUS ADDRESS to the aa 9 
tants of that Town. = „ 


, 2D HALACHT BEAKE. A 


| Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were Sinners above all the 

Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things ? I tel o. 

nay : But except ye repent ye Hall all likewviſe perifs „ = "I 
Luke x11, 2, 3. 


Rebus anguſtis animoſus atque 


Fortis a ppare : 5 Hor. Lib. ii. Ode *. 
Quanto I ſibĩ plura negaverit, : 
A Diis plura feret. Hor. Eib. iii. Ode xvi. a 


This Treatiſe is not only calculated for the Inhabitanrs 
of Blandford, but proper for other Families alſo. 
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ondon, Printed for the Author, and ſold by R. Ford, in the Poultry; . 
and A. Tozer Book ſeller in Exon. 1735. Price Stitch d One 
Shilling; Bound One Shilling and Three Pence. | 
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= HA T the Memory of 
| 8 ſuch an unuſual and ſo- 
5 lemu Event as the 
late dreadful Fire at 
= Blandford may be 
perpetuated, and that we and others 
E, be affiſked to make ſuch proper 
Re flectzons thereon, as may tend to 
Avance the Homour and Glory of 
Ga and our real Good; it has 
bi en the Opinion of many that ſome 
f count of it ſhould be publiſhed 
b the World. 1 ED 
0 A2 — To 


iv . The Preface. | 
Jo this End, ſome Time afterdi 
the Calamity, T drew up a Rela-ygd 
tion thereof, with ſome Exhorta- M 
tions ſuitable to the Caſe, and thoughts 
o have made them publick ſomer ie 7 
but could not prevail with my ſelf 10 
do ſo. I debated this Matter ſofgy 
long in my own Mind, that the Ob- 
jec lion ariſing from its Unſeaſon- 
ableneſs, which every Week and 
Day ſeemed to gather nem Strength, 
became almoſt inſuperable; and hi 7 
as well a other Objedicns againſt 
my appearing in Print had a parti-fe 
cular Influence on me, ut being much 
more agrecable to my own Inclina- 
tions is paſs through the World 
more ſilently. | 
However, feerig no Perſon bad 
taken upon him 10 icl the World 
the doleful Story, ſeveral of my 
Fr { that wiſhed to ſee 7 


Accoum 


b : 1 oy Preface? — 


ria count of our ſevere Affliction 
Ide publick, together with ſome 
tical Reflections and Moniti- 
bags ſuitable 10 the Nature of it) 
wing that ¶ had entertamed ſome 
10 pong ht this way, laid hold of eve- 
Obhortuniiy to renem their Re- 
% for my proſecuting my De- 
, and preſſed me with many Ar- 
iments. Now, though the earneſt 
licitations . of my "Friends bad 
cir Weight with me, yet, T think 
can ſay after all, that the moſt 
7. Tevailing and determining Argument 
cbs ſend "forth into the World the 
lowing Tracts was, a Conſci- 
iſneſs of Duty, ariſo mo from the 
common and tremendous Na- 
re of the Providence, my Situa- 
on bere, and my Obligation there- 
don, to ' empliy, not my Tongue 
by. but my Pen alſo towards the 
WH Improvement . 


vi The Preface. 


J am very ſenſible that the Sl 
ſonableneſs of any Tract contri 
butes mucb to its Acceprableneff 
aud that it 1s a Part of Wiſdom: 
chooſe the fitteſt Seaſon ; and hl 
ther this Time zs yet paſt, J wi » 
not diſpute, ſome think not: Hon 
ever it may (by the Bleſſing of Golf 
be now as uteful 10 others, 48 
znay help to reve in them a "Sell 
of Gf awful Providence; an 
be, perhaps, as ſeaſonable and q 

ſerviceable to this T own, who ard 
nom more at Leiſure 1 confedefi 
calmly and ſedately of God's Deal. 
mms with us, than in the hurrying 
Months that are paſt. No chal 
Renting for the preſent ſeems } 1004 
ous but grievous ; neverthelelz 
afterward 1t vieldeth the peacef 
able Fruits of Righteouſneſs un) 
to them which are exerciſedſ 
there- 
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3 The Preface. vil 
| W-rcby, Heb. x11. 11. After the 
lation of the diſmal Story of the 
re, which I have endeavoured 
bro together in ſuch a Man- 
ie bope will oftend none, 
E. ſome, inform, and do 
good to. others, 1 how (that I 
rouſe and keep alive in Men a 
Pre deep and affecling Senſe of 
Wd's awful and awakening Diſpen- 
ions, which 1 apprehend 4: 
atter of vaſt Importance) added 
reunto a plain and practical Ser- 
n on the great Doctrme of Pro- 
dence. And ſtanding more imme- 
ately related to ſome, who for ma- 
Years paſt have been under my 
b milterial Care; and to others 
the Score of Friendſhip and mu- 
l outterings, I Have jude'd it 
Per to conclude the Wi bole with 
Wcriow and car eſe Addreſs 
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vii The Preface. 14 
or Exhortation to the Inhabital 
in general. And I pleaſe my 
with the Hopes, that this Treat 
may be uſeful to others alſo, pi 
ticularly to ſuch as have very laid 
or within a few Tears paſt, ſuffer 
by the like Calamity ; as Dore 
ſter, Graveſend, Stowerminſt{WW 
Henſtridge, Tiverton, Ramſ 
MN: 8 
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8 88785 HE wonderful Works of God, | 
whether of Mercy or of Judg- 
T && 


: 30 


; 80 8 88 membraice, eſpecially by _ 
128 immediately concerned 
em; yea, a Remembrance of them ib 
be conveyed down from one Genera“ 
Jon to another; according to that in the 
opbet, Hear this ye old Men, and give” 
ar all ye Inhabitants of the Land: Hath 
bis been in your Days, or even in the Days of 
Pr Fathers ? Tell ye your Children of it, "a 
: Jour Children tell their Children, and their 
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ment, ought. to be had in R- 


. „ een D.® 2 Ay 4 . 


:A 5717 AN q' the 


oe another Generation Ir is med 1 1 
tioned as Matter of Reproach to the I 

raelites, and as a very prouvking Sin, chil | 
they remember d not God's Hund; yea, th 
Joon forgat his Works b. Whereas a ad = 
| Regard to his mwfan, , 4 4 
the Way to his Favour. Thou meeteſt hilf 4 
with thy tender Mercies, that wor fe 
Righteouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in 4 
Ways“ bh 
| Now, that a Senſe of God's * 1 
Hand may remain freſh in our own Mind 
and that others alſo may learn the Leſſi 
he expects from it; I have, upon the bali 
Information I could get, thrown togethe ic 
in a ſhort Compaſs, a true, but very wi 

lancholy Account of that general Conr.W 

GRATION which happened amongſt us oil 
Friday, June the Fourth, 1731. 
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About Tuo of the Clock in ab 4M 
noon a diſmal Cry of Fire was heard in oli 
Streets. The Inhabitauts of the Place we ot 
all ſoon alarmed ; ſome were called fr .: 
their Buſineſs ; ſome, poſſibly, from thei 
Pleaſures; ſome, perhaps, from tha 
Cups: However, every one was: terril 
Jurprized 3 though thoſe one would hg 


a Joel i i 2, "BY 5 pl. wil. 42. and cvi. | { 
© Ifa, Ixiv. 5. 
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re in the beſt poſture and Temper of 
| 1 ind to bear it, who were moſt »ſefully or 
oscenth imployed. 
The Fire firſt kindled on the Out-fide of 
Haß boiler's Houſe ; - occaſioned (as he 
3 njedtures) by Sparks that fell from a 
s Whimney upon the Thatch. Some think 
ping Wticrently ; : but all agree, that as to Man 
i was intirely accidental. — The Houſe 
1 ood on riſing Ground where four Streets 
4 et, not far from the Middle of the Town. 
Pur three Engines were ſoon brought out 
Wd play'd, but to no Purpoſe ; for in 
e more than half an Hour they either 
Pere all burnt or render d unfit for Ser- 
ice. 
The 37; ad which ſat Nor: B- ; quick- 
11 carried the Fire into Aden Parts. 
very Corner of theſe four Streets were 
Preſently in Flames that raged onward, 
ith, and againſt the Wind. The 


What every Thing was ſoon devoured be- 
ore it. Not a Piece of Timber but what 
as burnt to a Coal. The Pewter in many 
ouſes was not only melted, but reduced 
es by the fervent Heat. Our Sil- 
er, in a literal Senſe, became Droſs ! 
nd if any made Firs Gold their Confidence, 
phat: a ſad Proof had they before their 
Dyes, -of their extreme Fly, and its 
97 K N . B. 2 5 utter 
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re ſpread it ſelf with that ſeed and fury, * 


„ Abi Accbüur nl. 


utter Inſufficiency to make them a 
Mt Perſons (which was very abſeree 
ble) were at once ſeized with ſuch a Pa 
nic, that they gave up the Town for WM 
quickly after the Fire broke out. ha 
ailed thee, O thou Fire, that thou waſt (| 
aging! That not hing could drive thee back 
Was it not becaule thou hadſt thy Con 
miſſion from above? Surely we have ſeen +4 


1 * 


we have felt thy Power, O Lord! Al 
who can ſtand betore God when once he i 
Svory 7. = 

Before Seven of the Chck in the Evening 
(which was about four Hours after the! = | 
began) there was ſcarce an Houſe re 
mained, but what, at leaſt, was ſo much 70 
in Flames, as to be paſt the Reach oi 
Men to preferve. it; except fome feu 
which Providence reſerved, as in Kind 
neſs to the Owners, fo in Pity to them who A 
had none left. 454 
A neighbouring Hamlet (at ſome con 
fiderable Diftance, and on the other Sid 
of the River, in the Pariſhes of St. Mar 
Blandford, and Bri anſton) was almoſt total 
ly conſumed alſo, occaſioned by ſome Flake 
of Fire, carried from us, #9 falling oo 
their Thatch'd Buildings, — Only thre 
Houſes were ſaved in that Hells: rhe 
Preſervation of which, conſidering "Si 
ity 
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uation, and the Danger they were in, 
is ſurprizing to all that then beheld them, 
E have ſince ſeen them. 
Some few Houſes were remarkably pre- 
1 rved at the Four Quarters of the Town (as 
u may ſee in the prefixed Plan) which 
Je would aſcribe chiefly to a good Provi- 
rce; The Lord ſaid, it is enough, and the 
nM Fre was ſtayed! Yet we would not forget 
e kind and the timely Aſiſtance of ſuch 
came from ſeveral Parts of the Country, 
| 1 Nougk they were indeed too late to attempt 
1 y Service for thoſe who lived farther in 
. be Toun.— A nei ghbouring Gentleman 
ra81fo, upon the firſt Ns he had of our 
1 Diſtreſs, came with the utmoſt Speed to 
ford us (according to bis wonted Huma- 
%) his beſt Offices; perſwading ſome, 
Ind hiring others by preſent or promiſed 
Rewards, to help us. So that to his pru- 
Went Management, Direction and Care, 
vas much owing (under God) that the 
Fire ceaſed at tuo of the Quarters, — 1 
3 Kent, not paſs by here, what, we. may 
reſume, was no ſmall Reaſon. in Provi- 
Vence that there was not now an intire- | 
Veſolation; I mean the fervent Prayers of 
pany, that God would ſtay his Hand : For, 
W-: this Time, almoſt every one join'd in one 
ommon and earneſt Cry unto Heaven for 
HW B 3 oe ©: 


* fo much Pains and Difficulty cl thi 


Bowels were moved for us. 


6 A brief Accouxæ of the 
Mercy. God heard our Co 8 


The Fire ceaſed at the Eaſt Part of thd k 
Town, where the laſt great Fire zegan Wi 
which was on the Ninth Day of Jui E 
1713. Then all thoſe Houſes which no 
* efcap ed were burnt down to the Grou nd de 
to hs further End of the Street. So tha in 
in ſo ſmall a Trac of Time, as within the 
Space of 7 went) Tears, there's ſcarce a 1 l 


rebuilt. 1 
In the Day of our great Calamity, a 0 
ſudden was the Fire, ſo furious, that no 
Families had ſcarce Time to ſave auy Mi = 
their Effects; few had either Time of 
Help to fave much - Tis true, much Houſer T 


Sold Gods, as well as all Sorts of Merchan- EN 
diſe, were in the Beginning carried to dif: 


tant Houſes, where it was then apprehend- 


ed they were ſafe from Danger; and 


much was brought out into the Streets, Ie 


hopes of timely Aſſiſtance to conyey' it 0 


away. But, alas! they were ſoon {adlyM* 


diſappointed, and forced to leave to che 


- devouring Flames, what they had with 


ther. Many were now thankful they Why EO 
eſcape with their own Lives] Or, however 
their Hearts might be diſpofed, they _ | 


175 


1 FIRE at Blandford. 7 
Ja Time to look back on what they had 
ft behind them! Which ſhonld teach us 
labour not for the Meat that periſbeth, but 
that which endureth unto everlaſting Life . 
l ſhall never forget the Horror and. 
o righiment that appeared in every Coun- 

enance, render'd yet more frightful by 

aaf ne Labour and Toil of the Day. Many 
pere ſcarce known even to their negreſ® 
a Neighbourt, fo disfigured were they with 
Porrow, Smoke, and Soot! For, alas! 
e Day of the Lord was come; as a Heſtru- 
lion from the Almighty it came upon ust. 
And yet new Surprizes, and morè bitter 
oi Arguiſb ſeize the Hearts of many. In 
011 LAND FORD there was a Voice heard, Lamen- 
arion and Weeping, and great Mourning : 
Many, like Rachel of old, weeping for their 
78 hildren, and would not be comforted, becauſe 
d. they thought ey were not. How many 
Parents, with the moſt afflicting Solicitude, 
iu were ſearching here and there for their loſt 
Children! neither knowing where to find 
chem, nor (for many Hours together) ſo 
e much as hoping ever to fee them alive 
again! Their Fears ſtrongly ſuggeſting to 
them that their little ones were devoured in 
che torturing Flames. Shocking Thought! 
But it pleaſed the Father of Mercies, by a 
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hn vi. 27. © I, zii. 6 Matt. ii. 18. 
p | ſingu- 


* 


another: : Inſomuch that before the Morn- 
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ſingular Dire&i 9 
care of thole:- . wandring Lambs, ſome 
flying: for Re uge to one Place, ſome to 


of Providence, to mA F 


ing, they were all (for not one Child pe- 


X ad, . 


ed upon their reſcued Children, ir pleaſe 
_ Da much that none of them were 4% 
bvpet to think they had loſt the Labours of 
| many Years, and that by which they hoped 


Tiſhed in the Flames) happily reſtored 
not indeed to their Fathers Houſes i 


en their Eyes on theſe dear Creatures, but 1 


oy had left ; gladly catching them 1 uff 


came a new Source of Grief, And yet 
more Grief behind! Their Children cry for 


Houſes they had none) but to the tranſport. 


ing Sight, and moſt endearing Embraces ol 


their revived Parents; who no ſooner faſt- + 
they ſhed, even for Joy, the few Tea ears 


their Arms, as being all they could nous 
call their own. 3 
But, alas! that Joy, like every Ting 
elſe | in this vain Life, was ſoon ſwallowed uy; 
in freſh Sorrows, Though when they look 


to have made comfortable Proviſion for 
them, this ſunk their Spirits. again, and be- + 


Bread to ſatisfy their Hunger, and for 
Driuk to quench their Thirſt. As for Brea 
their Parents, alas! had aone; and could 
not for their Drink eaſily procure them (on 
much as Water. They cried for 9 1 0 
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= FIRE af Blandford. 9 
24 1 to lodge in, and for Beds:to lie on; bur 
me ry few could help them to either. Hap- 
to i they, who, in ſuch deep Diſtreſs as this, 
n uld take comfort in our Saviour's Words, 
de-: not your Hearts be troubled ; in my Father's 
Mouſe are many Manslons*. GY 
The diſmal Night comes on; when na- 
= who were never inured to Hardſhip 
ere obliged to lie, ſome in Barns and 
28:-Houſes ; others under the Arches of a 
rge Bridge; and more under Hedges and 
the open Air. 1 5 
The Church held out againſt the Fury of 
Mie Flames a long Time, not having any 
Houſe joining to it. At length the Steeple 
ok Fire, and that more than once; but 
y the great Care and Diligence of ſome 
erſons it was quenched again. However, 
bout Twelve of the Clock at Night, the Fire 
Jas ſeen afreſh in the dale of the Roof. 
WW his alſo might have been ſtopped at firſt 
ad they had Engines, or could they have 
Wot Ladders and Vefſels to carry Water: 
at cheſe were all burnt. It was towards 
uo of the Clock in the Morning before it 
Proke through the Roof into a Flame, Then 
he Fire roared dreadfully, the Lead melted, 


9 


e Stones ſplit and few; nay, fo fervent 
ad irreſiſtible was the Heat, that the 
bunu xir. 1. | 
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10 4 brief Account of the = 
Bells themſelves diffolved and ran down i 
Streams, 3 
It was a Mercy, however, that this 664 
cious Pile of Building was burnt #0 ſooner 
for ſeveral who had carried their Good 
into it, and betook themſelves for Shelter. 
| within its Walls, were not able for ſome 
Time, without great Hazard of theilt 'F 
Lives, eicher to retreat from, or to bears 
the ſcorching Heat, from the Houſes that 
were burning cround it: Whilſt — | 
were Ws to lie down behind the Tomi J 


it was ; fo far «dated: as to give them Ori 3 
 #unity to ſave themſelves, and to Frey on 
the Effects they had with them. 5 
In other Calamities the Deſcription com- $ 
manly exceeds the Truth; but ours way 
fuch that it ſurpaſſed all the Repreſeinatiov| A 
that have ever been made of it. 5 
A Town, which the other Day was lol 
* a to its Inhabitants, and to Stranger 
khat paſſed through it, can't now be doofe 
1 apon without Horror, nor be 2 P 
through without Danger. Now the Fei Fa 
that walk therein are even ſcorched wich 
burning Heat; and Perſons are oblizedlif : 
to look narrowly about them, as the] is | 
8 along, leſt bowing Wall and im. 6 
rerinif 


5% 2 or Rande! 


ing Chimnies(which ap peared at a Diſtance 
re craggy Rocks) ſhould, being deprived 
f their uſual Supports, fall upon them, 
if nd encreaſe the mournful Number of thoſe 
Nat were already dead. —— A continual 
Nie and Smoke for ſome Days (fed by the 
9 Remains of ruined Houſes, Ar thoſe Stores 
Bs 4 Mood and Coal the Inhabitants had laid 
p for their Winter Fewel) were vomited 
Bt, as from ſo many ſubterraneous Volca- 
1 o's : So that it might be truly ſaid of this 
-4 Place; The Lord poured out his fierce An- 
7 mJ and kindled a Fire therein, and it hath 
evoured the Foundati ons cheresf . v. But to 
eturn; 
All the following Night, whit the Firs 
aas {lowly abaring, ſome were employed 
Wn keeping Watch over the few Houſes that 
Voeere ſpared ; others in [ſearching after their 
Noſt Relations and Children. Some of their 
K riends they found dead in the Streets, 
4 Part of them conſumed with the Flames, 
Ew bile the melancholy Remains of them were 
= Burnt Black as an Hearth, and even roaſt- 
3 Led! in the Fire. Theſe Remains of human 
5 Bodies which they now found, together 
* Wwith others which after ſome Days were 
Ws out from under the Ruins of Houſes, 
lome in one Place, ſome in another, that 
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She ſoon dropt down, her Cloaths being 


a 4 4 brief AccounT of the 


by Circumſtances they gueſſed to be hi y 
Relicks of their dead Relatives, they carri nh 
ed to the uſual Place f Burial for theilh 
more decent Interment. 

The Number of thoſe that periſhed ha 1 
(Pe generally reckoned to be Sixteenlf ir 
but upon the beſt Inquiry I could make 
can't find they were more than e I 
not one Child (as has been already ob 
ſerv'd) but moſt of them aged Peaſe.» vii 
three Men and ten Women. — One of tholl 
who were burnt to Death was ſeen at i 
Diftance endeavouring to make her oY  Þ 


\ 
| 
1 


ö 


on Fire abou her. The Perſon who ſau 
her could not with Safety attempt her pre e 
ſervation, ſhe being encompaſs'd with 
Flames. — Another, in like Danger, wa 
ſeaſonably reſcued by her Son, who wen 
with a Friend of his to ſeek. after her 
They eſpied her at ſome Diſtance in th 
Street, ſurrounded with Smoke and Fire 
At firſt they were afraid to come near 
thinking it impracticable to ſave her and 
themſelves too, However her Son at la 
ventured, took her by the Arm, and they 


broug ht her off the leaſt dangerous wy 
they * fee, through a Gate-Hou fe“ 


chat ſoon after. fell down. All three were 
mercifully preſerved. Another who 
had but little Hopes of ſaving himſelf, a 
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Las burrying along, an aged Woman ear- 
y craved his Help. He deſired her to 
dei ih faſt by the Skirt of his Coat; which 
did, till he had helped her on ſo far 
ning in ſo much Danger himſelf, he had 
either Time nor Power to be any longer 
ughtful about her; for he had gone 


ba a little farther e'er the Heat was fo 


i ong that it took away his Breath. He. 
opt down, and was unable to riſe again; 


t was taken up by one that opportunely 


e poor Woman (to whom he had afford- 
aul the good Offices he was. able in his 


the Street. —— Avzother Man, appre- 
odiog that his Fife and his Child (tho 
ee elſewhere) had been left in his Houſe, 
een it was in Flames, (tortur'd, no doubt, 


ch different Paſſions, Love to his Wife 


| ar d Child, Fear of loſing his own Life, 
irh Hopes that by a bold Attempt all 
ight be preſerved) ventured in, and (af- 


azard made his Eſcape out again, being 
gmoſt ſcorched to Death. A Gentle 


t he preſumed ſhe had been ſafe. But 


me by, and his Life was ſaved; while 


Wen dangerous Circumſtances) was burnt 


r he had found his Miſtake) with great. 


WW; of the Town returning from the Place 
here the Fire firſt began, to his own _ 
ouſe, was unexpectedly ſurrounded with 

Wlames. After he hed paſſed the Fire at 
1 078 


14 A brief Accouxr of the 


one Place he came to another that was i 1 | . 
paſſable ; ſo that he was obliged to mail 
his Retreat with the utmoſt Danger of hi m3 } 
Life, being miſerably burnt. Soon affe 1 
this he made the beſt of his Way over ti 
River, into the Pariſh of St. Mary-Blani 1 
Jord, to a Friend's Houſe there, and m | 
ving anointed his Hands and his Fac 1 
with ſome Oil, he laid himſelf down apa 4 
the Bed. But, alas! in a very no a 
Time that Place was in Flames alſo, NO 
he was forced to ſeek for Refuge ele 
where. Reſtleſs World died!” Hef q 
they who have a Reſt remaining for them in W* 
better. * 
Many others were in the oreateſf Dang 3 
running for their Lives through the Street 
ſcarce able to keep themſelves on thei 
Legs, holding Handkerchiefs up to thei 
Faces to keep their Breath, and to defen 
them from the ſeorching Heat; whit 7 
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What Multitudes muſt jan * 
Perihel had the Calamity happened Mit” 
the Night ! Good God, we bleſs thee ch 
in the Miaſt of Judgment thou didſt rement 4 4 
Mercy. 2 
One of the Surgeons of this Place return 1 
ing out of the Country whilſt the Tou 
was on Fire, ventured into the Heart . 
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ve afforded: While another Gentleman 
the ſame Profeſſion had his Perſon and 
Ws Houſe both kindly and providentially 
W-e/erved; many needing his Help and his 
50 edicines too, to mitigate their torturing 
orfMins. He had upwards of Fifty under 
s Care at once, who all recovered, tho 
e me of them were burnt to that degree, 
nd their Pains were ſo exquiſite, that 
ey could have wiſhed themſelves out of 
is afflicting World. What Scenes 
% Sorrow were opened in a few Hours ! Ho] 
any weeping Eyes and bleeding Hearts! 


2 
— 


4 


Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward * ; but 
ever experienced this Trouble fo ſenſibly 
= now. Shall we any more ſay in our Pro- 
eri, we ſhall never be moved“ 1 
The Snal Pox at the ſame Time pre- 
iled in the Town. This render'd the 
ber Calamity doubly afflictive to the Hou- 
s in which it was. About Sixty Fami- 
es, by Computation, were then viſited 
ich that Diſtemper. Not one indeed of 
Nee Sick periſhed in the Flames; but then 


Job v. .  *Plal g | 
£4 they 


e have often read, That Man is lorn un- 


16 A brief AccouNr of the 


they were many of them expoſed to il 
greateſt Hazard other ways. Some Jing 
ones in this hurrying Time were ſnatch 
up out of thelr Beds, and carried awe: 
without any Thing almoſt about them, ſo thi 
their tender Mothers were forced to {18 
themſelves of part of their neceſſary Ga 
ments to cover them. And in this dil 
eaſed and expoſed Condition ſome Perlonz 
were laid in the open Fields, ſome und 
Hedges, and the Arches of the Bridge, i 
termixed with thoſe that but a little befollf 
fed from the Infeftion, ———— Some, will 
were down of the Diſtemper and left | Ar 
their Beds (in this Time of general Con 
fuſion) by thoſe that attended them, ue 
ſoon ron ſed with the dreadful Cry of Fin fr 
and its roaring Flames; who 1n ti: 
Fright tore open their Eyes to ſee the 
Danger, and make their Eſcape, an 
wrapping up themſelves in part of ch 
Bed-Cloaths, made the beſt Speed tt oi 
weak State would admit of, into the G 
dens for Security: And yet though the 
had for ſome Time no ſhelter there bu 9 
what the Hedges or Trees afforded then 
they recovered. _ | 
Others, when the Fire has” near then 
7 Dwellings, carried off their ſick Child auge 
Friends to diftant Houſes, for greater Safe 
Me But no ſooner bad they quieted 25 1 

e ves p 


: 
RR 
"2 
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E ves a little with this imaginary Eſcape, 
HG with the Hopes of gaining by this 
Neans, a little Time, to fave a Part of 
ir Goods, but they were again alarm'd 
Dich the ſad Tidings, that the Fire had 
cd thoſe Houſes alſo. And now they 
e brought to yei/d to what they could not 
2 firſt think of without Horror, viz. to 
on8Wrry their Sick into the open Fields, and 

re thankful they could thus fave them 
1 om the devouring Flames. It is well, 
Wo ſfidering what a World we live in, that 
nan Nature is fo framed, that often- 
ines ſome greater Troubles ſeem to ſwallow 
op, or reconcile us unto leer ones. That 
nich once was the Object of our Dread, 
Way, upon the Compariſon, become de- 
able, and Matter of Choice. e 


: 5 N 
"© 


. The Phyſiciam, in the mean Time, took 
Dee beſt Care of them they were able; 
cd through the timely and benevolent 
ei roviſion of ſome Apothecaries in this Town 
av ho ſent immediately to Salisbury and elſe- 
here for ſuch Medicines as were moſt 
Needed) they were ſoon tolerably ſupply'd: 
nd within a Day or two after the Fire 
Vo or three zeighbouring Gentlemen looked 
upon us, and left Frty Guineas for the 
Relief of theſe and the other Sufferers. Such 
ind and early Acts of Compaſſion deſerve our 
oſt grateſul Remembrance, " 
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_ thoſe that lived delicately, and fared juni 
tuouſiy every Day, were now thankful Me 
a Morſel of Bread. As the Reverend Mid 


ſome Supplies were immediately though 


o a Cruſt (for the Houſes were both bun 
to which the Ovens belong 'd?) were ver 


and for ſome Days following, Fm | 
Loads of Bread and Beer, with tome FW 
were kindly and liberally" ſent us fron 
the Places about us; as from Shaft 
Pool, Wimborne, Dorcheſter, Wareham, Beni 
Ke · Among many others, a nerglibourin 


18 Ab Accob Nr of the 


Vet upon the Whole, our Condition wil 4 
melancholy beyond Expreſj zan; our Cal 

mities were great and numberliſs; thoſe thi * a 
appeared before in Change of Raiment no 2 
were glad even of neceſſary Garments ; at. 


Pitt, in a Poem lately publiſhed upon ti „ 


:nelancholj Sulject, repꝛeſents our Caſe ; WD: 


The Scarlet rol 'd, who late on Dainties fed, | 3 7 
With their aun Slaves partake the Gift NB 8 


The 1 after the Fire there was | 
great Scarcity of Proviſion. Howe 


of, and found. There were two Ovens {ul 
of Loaves, which were ſet in a little bef 
fore the Fire began; theſe, though bak] 


acceptable, But before Net we had fre un 
Supplies ſent in from the neighbouring PH 
riſhes, — The Sabbath-Day after the Fire 
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i ent/eman was ſo generous, as to ſend in 
a Nonſiderable Quantities of heat and ſome 
Fr onen. We were by this Time fo very 
1 2 of Fleſh, we had ſcarce. Patience to 
ay till it was diſtributed to us. 
liberal Collections were ſoon made in 
everal of the adjacent Towns, and Sums of 
loney ſent us from private Hands ; part of 
hich was given away (to ſome more, to 
WDthers %) to buy Utenfils, and ſuch 
Things as were neceſſary for their ſeveral. 
ployments. Part allo of this early Cha- 
ity was laid out upon Sheep and Swine 3 
lich were killed and diſtributed twice a 
Week, in ſuch Portions as were anſwer- 
ble to the Number of the Families that 
artook of them. N 
Care alſo was taken to build Barracks, 
or the Reception of ſuch as lay expoſed 
1 to the open Air. The Number of the 
"= Barracks was upwards of Sixty: They were 
1 Pute with Boards ; and before the Winter 
drew on were covered with Thatch, Thoſe 
"= Pho dwelt in them run up Chimes,” and. 
1 opt the Crevices with N. and © other 
bing s, Some Families continue to reſide 
lin hank to this Day. Large Sums were 
Wlaid out in buying Linc and Rugs, and 
Blanbets, for ſuch as were in great, ifs eſs 
Y for i of them. — Fur ” Hunted Fa- 
| 4 milies were burnt out, and many of them 
"p 5 reduced 
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hill; George Chaffin, Edmund Moreton 00 
William Portman, Henry Drax, George Trenchardi 
Richard Bingham, Robert Henley, William Churchill 15 
John Dennet, Humphry Sturt, John Banks, 1 

Churchill, Robert Lewen, Robert Mitchell, Wall 4 


20 A brief AccouxNxr of the 4 
reduced to great Extremity, ſo that ſereM 
Tal hundred Pounds of he "publich Charin'® 
were expended in their preſent Mainte 
nance, and to put them in a Way toward 
the better ſubſiſting themſelves for the 
Future. 1 | 
The whole Loſs given in upon Oath ( 1 7 
every one was ſworn to the Account tha 5 
he brought in) over and above all Lasur 
ces, amounted to eighty four Thouſaud thr #: 
Hundred and forty eight Pounds, —- ni 
leſt any ſhould imagine that the. — | 
tions already made are much greater thai 
they really are, it mayn 't be improper i. 
take Notice, that hitherto they hav 
| amounted to no more than fix Shilling Thy 
the Pound. There remains one Divideul 4 
more to be made, ariſing from what was 1 as 
given to the Briefs, which will amount to 10 A 4 
more than three Pence, or four Pence i in {4 
the Pound; however, at moſt, it will nol 
come bp to ſix Pence in the Pound! 7 


2 2 1 hs. Truſlecs appointed. ly Al + of i Parliament, 4 are 4 3 F 
follow ; The Honourable George Dodington, Str will = 
am Nappier, Sir William Chapple, Sir James Thorn A | 


Nidout, and Robert Snoc ke. 
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As ſeveral Perſons never received any 
Mr of the public Charities at all, ſo others 
Jo received their Share of the firſt Divi- 


© 7, 
5 


Pharity has been diſcovered in the Britiſh 
otion upon this and ſuch like Occaſions. 


. here Liberty prevails moſt, the Inhabi- 
ais of ſuch Countries, as they are moſt 


Bras 


nin 
4 5 


able of, fo we find they are moſt in- 
ed to Acts of generous Benevolence, 
Our Calamities ſoon reached the Earl, 
n id touched the Hearts of Perſons of all 
ans and Orders among us with the ut- 
oſt Compaſſion; both which I cannot 
m up in Terms more pertinent and pu- 
tic than in thoſe of the Reverend, Mr. 
Harris of Graveſend, on the like mournful 
ccaſion. — When we call to mind 
= the Calamity that [ lately] befel us; 
when we conſider how unexpectedly it 
aroſe, how faſt it gathered Strength, 
with what Progreſs it advanced; and 
what Deſolation it carried along with 
| it; 
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. brief ACCOUNT of the 


reduced to great Extremity, ſo that ere 
ral hundred Pounds of the publich Chari 
were expended in their preſent Mainte. 
nance, and to put them in a Way toward 3 
the better ſubſiſting themſelves for the 
Future. 3 
The whole Loſs given in upon Oath (fon 
every one was ſworn to the Account 0 ' 
he brought in) over and above all 1:ſuran 
ces, amounted to eighty four Thouſaud we 
Hundred and forty eight Pounds, — Now 
leſt any ſhould imagine that the Di tribal 1 
tions already made are much greater tha 
they really are, it mayn't be improper tl 
take Notice, that hitherto they have 
amounted to no more than fr Ix Shillings 
the Pound. There remains one Divident 2 i 
more to be made, ariſing from what wa 
given to the Briefs, which will amount to na 
more than three Pence, or four Pence in 
the Pound ; however, at moſt, it will no 
come bp: to ſix Pence i in the Pound. 1 


4 be Truſſecs appointed. ly At + of parliament, are a 
follow ; The Honourable George Dodington, Str will 2 71 
am Nappier, Sir William Chapple, Sr James Thorn 
Hill; George Chaffin, Edmund Moreton Pleyde li 

William Portman, Henry Drax, George Trenchard if 
Richard Bingham, Robert Henley, William Churchill 
John Dennet, Humphry Sturt, John Banks, Joſnuſ 
Churchill, Robert Lewen, Robert Mitchell, Wale = 
Ridout, and Robert Snocke. 7 
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4 As ſeveral Perſons never received any 
„ert of the public Charities at all, ſo others 
Ho received their Share of the fſt Divi- 


great, was the Bounty of our Fellow 
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Fharity has been diſcovered in the Britiſh 
ation upon this and ſuch like Occaſions. 
here Liberty prevails moſt, the Iababi- 
ts of ſuch Countries, as they are moſt 
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oefable of, ſo we find they are moſt in- 
id to Acts of generous Benevolence. 

Our Calamities ſoon reached the Earl, 
od touched the Hearts of Perſons of al 
anks and Orders among us with the ut- 
poſt Compaſſion; both which I cannot 
um up in Terms more pertinent and pa- 
etic than in thoſe of the Reverend, Mr. 
arris of Graveſend, on the like mournful 
ccaſion. — When we call to mind 
W the Calamity that { lately ] befel us; 
=. * y 85 

. ben we conſider how unexpectedly it 
aroſe, how faſt it gathered Strength, 
with what Progreſs it advanced, and 
= nt Defolation it carried along with 
_ 10; 
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22 A brief Account of the 


Condition and Fortunes of our Neige 


ties, and of vowing a better Obedience 3 


deprived of theie external Means boil 


it; how in a few Hours ſpace it 4. 

ſtroyed our Wealth and Poſſeſſions, an 
the Means and Effects of our Induftryit 
When we remember the ſudden Al 
ration that [a few Hours] made in 16 4 1 
1 
bours and Friends, driving out many n 
them naked and deſtitute, deprivin u 
them in an inſtant of their Habitatioſ t. 
and Employments, and leaving then! 
utterly at a Loſs to provide for theiff b h 
daily Neceſſity, or where to lay thi 
Heads, More eſpecially when we col 4 
ſider the Deſolation and Deſtruction 
that at the ſame Time, and by the ſamy 1 
Means, befel the [Places of our rel 
gious Aſſemblies;] that at that ven 5 

Juncture, when we ſtood moſt in nee 

of Aſſembling our ſelves together, 20 

of confeſſing and bewailing our Iniqu 7 


ne 


* 


=Y 


for the Time to come, and of hearinf 
God ſpeak — by his Miniſters, tha 1 
at har. very Juncture, I fay, we wen 


of Repentance and Conſolation. Wheiß 
we remember and conſider theſe chill 
how juſtly may we apply to our gere : 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt, I _ 
ing the Lord hath chaſtened me; or, iy 
Lord bath chaſtened : me ſore. 
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e But then the Words that follow are 
au no leſs applicable to our State and 
Condition than the former; and we 
lte can with equal Juſtice and Propriety 
lay, But he hath not given me over unto 
Death. We can truly ſay, that he hath 
not dealt with us after our Sins, nor re- 
$M warded us according to our Iniquities; 
on that he bath corrected us but not in his 
en Anger, ſince in the Midſt of Judgment 
he remember'd Mercy. Though the 
Flames were fierce;and dreadful yet he 
ou did not overthrow us, as he did the Ci- 
ties of Sodom and Gomorrah, nor make 
Nusa a ſtanding Memorial of his Wrath to 
all ſucceeding Ages; but as a moſt ten- 
der and compaſſionate Father, he had 
Mercy on us; and as ſoon as he ſaw 
our Adverſity he was moved to pity 
and commiſerate our Diftreſs. Many 
= were the Hearts and Hands that he 
a then opened; many and gracious were 
the refreſhing Showers that he then 
= poured down upon our Heads; and 
by the ſpeedy and liberal Contributions 
WE that were then raiſed, were the imme- 
diate and urgent Neceſſities of many 
poor Sufferers ſupplied, and they in a 
8 Meaſure preferved from Hunger, Cold, 
and Nakedneſs; Evils, which after ſo 
We deplorable a Calamity ſeem'd almoſt 
þ „ „ unavoid- 
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Church in its moſt flouriſhing Eftate 1 
46 | 
K 


| oO by: AS Direction of the Honourable George Dol 1 
dington. 3 


and promote the like generous Diſ pon 
* ſition in others. And what great. 


27 Comfort and Confolation under ſo lol 


" his Highneſs the Prince of Mali 
touched with a lively Senſe of our Mil 


þ 
= 1 
1 
* 5 


** unavoidable. ' Perſons of the high Fs 
Rank, and in the moſt eminent Stati 
ons, did not think it beneath thei 
Dignity to take pity on us, to beſto 4s 
to the Relief of our Neceſſities out of 
their Abundance ; and by their Exam 
ple, Authority, and Intereſt, to excii 


a Calamity could we wiſh for or deſire 


than to have our preſent moſt graciouf e 


Sovereign, his illuſtrions Conſort i Jo 


ries and Misfortunes, and their Hear® F 
overflowing in Streams of Pity an 1 N 
Compaſſion, of Bounty and Läbe ralit 20 
towards us; thereby : ſatisfying the 


empty Soul, and filling the hungry Soull a F 
- with Goodneſs ; ; and in their Perſouſ ” 


verifying what the Prophet Iſaiah ha ” 
long before uttered concerning than 


Kings ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, any * 
Queen Hy ene ing Mothers * 
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hut to come to a Concluſion of this ſad 
at ry; if after ſuch ſevere Strokes of the 
hei : vine Diſpleaſure which we have felt, and 
ton Ifter ſuch-eminent Appearances of the Divine 
23 oodneſs on our Behalf, we ſhould treſ- 
am Paſs yet more againſt the Lord, will not 
eit Ine following Mark of Infamy be juſtly ſet 
po pon us, This is THar Branprozp | To 
te revent which ignominious Brand, give 
on he leave to ſubjoin ſome ſerious Conſide- 
rel ations upon the Subject of Divine Provi- 
v ence; which, with the Addreſs that fol- 
ons, may, through the Divine Bleſſing, 
de of Service to us all, if conſcientiouſly 
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e Improved by us. 
na N. B. Many other Particulars, remarkable 
nd afecting, to thoſe eſpecially who were 
{Dore immediately concern'd in them, might 
have been inſerted here alſo; but I have 
found my elf under a Neceſſity not only 
Ro omit them, but conſiderably to contract 
Phat I had at ft thrown together, both 
In the foregoing Hiſtory and the following 
Addreſs, that the Price may be eaſy to 
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ſo reaſonable and comfortable 
a Notion, that no one can well 
| [= forbear giving in to the Be- 
lief of it, or even wiſhing it 
to be true; no one would chooſe to have 
it otherwiſe, but thoſe whoſe Conſciencl 1 

_— 
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| them, | they have by their Sins juſtly 
Jfeited its Care. Such may well dread 
almighty Governor of the World, who 
make, if he ſees fitting, the meaneſt 
his Creatures, or the moſt uſeful, Inſtru- 
nts of their Ruin. 
I | No wonder that the Epicureans denied 
OOTY who ridiculouſly imagined 
World was formed by Chance. Could 
believe the one we might conſiſtently de- 
= the other: Whereas © Confuſion (as 
one obſerves) is the Effect of Chance, 
but Order the Product of Art and Indu- 
ſtry.“ Now Order and Harmony are 
evident in all the Parts of the Univerſe, 
at they clearly point out a deſigning, go- 
4 Wes Cauſe, Which Way ſoever we turn 
ur Eyes, or employ our Thoughts, we 
1 Pay trace the Footſteps of Divine . dom 
3 the amazing Formation of Things, in 
Meir admirable Dependance one upon 
A 3 and in their general and knoun 
1 = If we look to the Heavens 
4 hove, the glorious Luminaries there, to- 
ether with their ſteady and conſtant Re- 
We: tations, and benign Influences upon us,, 
Plainly beſpeak the conſummate Wiſdom 
we 5 Skill of the great Architect. If we. 
gr averſe the Earth on which we live, and 
e a View of the various Animals and 
P cgerables i in their ſurprizing and beauti- 


11 ful 


* 


cc 
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ful Formation, Preſervation, and Succelf 72 al 
ſions, theſe all proclaim aloud their wit A 
and great Author, and his ſuperintending f C 
Providence. Yea, when we dig into the Þ 
Bowels of the Earth, ſuch uſeful Material t. 
are produced from thence, as bring with K 
them new Proofs of the Doctrine here 4 
ſerted. Again, if we deſcend into the 
Deep, the Sea, with the Things that ar 
therein, together with its conſtant ! Flu 
and a declare the Glory of a 


— 


b In ſhort, who is there, bulls 
will, upon a mature Conſideration os 
Thin gs, find himſelf under a kind of Ne. 
ceffity (if he will follow the Dictates Wo 
Tight Reaſon) of re jecting the abſurd No- 
tion of an accidental World, and of con- 
feſſing, that by a wiſe and omnipotent 
God all Things were made, and that 90 5 
him all Things conſiſt. 4h 
He that tells me (ſays Archbiſhop 7 
5e Jillatſon in his ſixth Vol. p. 237.) that 
this great and curious Frame of the 
** World was made by Chance, I could 
© much more believe 1 755 if he ſhould 
* tell me that Henry the Seventh's Chapel, ß 
* in Weſtminſter, was not built by any 
mortal Man, but the Stones did grov Wn 

* in thoſe Forms into which they ſeen 
to us te be cut and braven; the oy 1 
anc es 


* 
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11 and Timber, and Iron, and Braſs, and 
vit all the other Materials, came thither by 
111 Chance, and upon a Day met all happi- 
the together, and put themſelves into 
a that delicate Order in which we ſee 
ith chem ſo cloſe compacted, that it muſt 
21% be a great Chance that parts them again. 
he | Now is it not much eaſter to imagine 
> how a skilful Workman ſhould raiſe a 
Building, than how Timber and Stones, 


Ca 
3 2 
3 
* — 


eveal'd in Scripture, and what every fin» 
ere Chriſtian accounts himſelf vaſtly in- 
ebted to God for. This great Truth, ſo 
puch the Comfort of all good Men, the 
balmiſt plainly aſſerts in the Words of my 
Text ; They. continue this Day. according io 
bine Ordinances : For all are thy Servants, 
e. as God made the Earth by bis Power, 
Nabliſbed the World by bis Wiſdom, and 
Wretched out the Heavens by his Diſcretion v; 
o they abide according to the Divine Ap- 
oointment to this Day: And they not on- 


n * "x 
Bd AR. 2 
7 3 
\ 4, 


N Jer. Ss I2, 
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ly remain as a manifeſt and convincing 
De 


Proof of the Being of God, and as a fig 


nal Diſplay of his glorious Perfections 1 
their firſt moſt beautiful and harmoniou 


Formation; but they continue this Day 
according to his Ordinances, that he may 


uſe and employ them to fulfil the wil 
and righteous Purpoſes of his providentialY 


| Government, in the ſeveral Ages of thei 
World; For all are his Servants ; all are bi 
Servants, i. e. the Heaven, the Earth, and 
the Seas; the Sun, the Moon, and the, 


Stars; the Earth with all that is thereon, | 


and whatſoever paſſeth through the Paths i 
the Seas, are obedient to the fovereigu 
Will of their great Lord and Creator: OR 
God! thou art the abſolute and ſol: 


Lord of the Univerſe ; who is a God like 


unto thee! All thy Creatures from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, from the greateſt tu 


the meaneſt, whether rational or irratio- 
nal, whether animate or inanimate, ſhall 
obey thy Voice; Ut ſervi Heris, as Ser- 
vants their Maſters; For all are thy S 
wants ; obediunt & adſuut tibi ad nutum; 
a Word, a Look, 4 Nod of thine wil | 
make them all ſwift to fulfil thy Plea- Bl 


ſure, 


© Pools Synop. Critic, 
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| Now that I may the better anſwer the 

P. of this Day, I mall ſhew, 7 

1. That the Divine Providence extends 
to all Parts of the Creation. 

II. That the ſeveral Parts of the Crea- 

tion, as under his Direction, ſhall 
ſubſerve his Will and pleaſure. 
= 11]. How, or in what Manner the Pro- 

147 vidence of God makes uſe of them 

to accompliſh his Will. And, 

IV. What we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
to be ſome of the ſpecial Intentions. 
of Providence under any uncommon 
Events, relating to larger or leſſer 
Societies of Men, -or to particular 


Perſons, Of theſe | in their Order. 


1. That the Divine Prowi dence extends 70 
2 Parts of the Creation. 
| There is nothing but what comes under 

1 his Cognizance and Care. He is every 
Way able to govern the World without 
Y any Lifficulty, yea, with all poſſible Eaſe. 
None can controul him, or ſay, what doſt 
thou? He doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in the 
we Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants 
; of the Earth. His Ability is maniſeſt 
F from his infinice ; Fnowleage, Wiſdom, 


Power, 


<< 
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Power, Patience and Immenſity. FroniW1, 
whence we may infer the Certainty of hi 
uni ver ſal Providence; eſpecially, when will ; 
conſider his overflowing Goodneſs, toge id 
ther with the near Relation he ſtands in t. 
the whole as the Creator of the World 
All Things were made by him *, Ie are all. 
the Work of his Hands; we are his Of | 
Jpring*. The Unconcernedneſs of thelſſh« 
Oftrich for her young Ones is mentionedfſhys 
as unnatural and cruel, She is Harden Mie 
againſt her young Ones, as though they.werca 
not hers*' . Nothing renders a Man, eſpe 
cially a Chriſtian, more infamous, than to: 
be without natural Affection“, than not tofu; 
provide for his own", If any Thing of this 
Nature be an Imperfection in an irratio- ” 
nal Creature, and a groſs Crime in a ra- 
tional Creature, ſurely then every Thing 
of this Kind muſt be at an infinite Remove 
from the great Parent of all Beings, in 
whom dwells every Perfection. 
It was owing to their Ignorance of God, 
that the Heathens imagined the leſſer Ie 
Things of Life were not the Concern of 4; 
Heaven. Magna curant Dii, parva negli- I te 
gunt, Cicero. But God knows all Things, the 
fills all Things; is every where preſent i de 


John i. 3. * Acts xvii, 28. Job xxxix. 16, 
| with}. 


Blandford, June 4. 1735. 33 


ich all Things, and doubtleſs takes care 
hi, guides and governs all Things. Am 
well a God at Hand, ſaith the Lord, and not a 
gefWed afar off? Can any hide himſelf in ſecret 
t Races, that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the 
riod! Do not I fill Heaven and Earth, ſaith 
ale Lord *! | „ 


As the Providence of God extends to 
he nobleſt Angel in the higheſt Heaven, 
lugels, Authorities, and Powers, are fubjech 
mo him? ; fo alſo to the moſt inſigni- 
cant Creature in this World. Are. not 


them ſhall not fall on the Ground without 
jour © Father. Bat the very Hairs of your 
lead are all numbered *. ; 
The civth Pſalm: throughout is a moſt 
admirable Deſcription of the extenſive 
Providence of God. There we find that 
the Heaven, the Earth and Seas, and all 
ing Things that are in them, as they had their 
Exiſtence from him, ſo they have their abſo- 
d, ute Dependance on him. Theſe wait all ubon 
thee, that thou mayeſt give them their Meat in 
due Seaſon, That thou giveſt them they ga- 
ther, & c. — Thou takeſt away their Breath, 
3 they die, — ver. 27, 28. And if the Provi- 
dence of God extends to the more ignoble 


95 30. 5 | , 


Parts 


wo Sparrows ſold: for a Farthing? And one 
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Parts of the Creation, to the Birds of td 
Air, to the Beaſts of the Field, and to thi.» 
Lillies that grow there; much more to hifi! 


rational and ſuperior Creatures; and mori 


eſpecially unto good Men, who are a Pan 
of his oun Family, his Children. The Eyes 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whob 
Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the Behalf « 
them whoſe Heart is perfect towards him 
And if we are by Chriſt's Order to be pe- 
culiarly benevolent to his Diſciples ; 4 
we have Opportunity let us do good unto al 
Men, eſpecially unto them who are of th 
Houſhold of Faith *; how much more wil 
our Lord himſelf have his little Flock undet 
his peculiar Care. Yea, his particulat 
Concern for theſe is urged as an Argu- 
ment againſt the ill Treatment of any, even 
the leaſt of them. Take heed therefore that 
ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little Ones; for I ſa 
unto you, that in Heaven their Angels do al. 
ways behold the Face of my Father which is in 
Heaven; who as Miniſters of Divine Pro- 
vidence ſtand ready to receive and execute 
their Commiſſion from God, to avenge the 
ill Uſage his Children meet with from 
Men. Sinners, were they wiſe, would 
for their own ſake, dread being unkind 


Matt, vi. 28, 30. MD} Þ 2 Chron. Xvi. 9. C Gal. 
vi, 10, Matt. xyiti, 10. 


and 
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hind cruel to any of the Servants of the 
oft high God, whoſe Concern for them 
in procure his Reſentment againſt their 
W:crcileſs Enemies. 5 

As the Divine Providence extends to all 
darts of the Creation, ſo 


II. Theſe ſeveral Parts of the Creation, as 
under God's Direction, have, and ſhall 
ſubſerve his Mill and Pleaſure, = For 
all are thy Servants, "| Fo © 
Here I could produce a great Variety of 
nftances to ſhew, that the rational, irra- 
onal, and inanimate Parts of the Crea- 
ion, are all made uſe of as Inſtruments 
o accompliſh the Divine Purpoſes in the 
overnment of the Wor lc. 
To begin with the moſt excellent. The 
. lorious Inhabitants of Heaven, the An- 
4 Wels of God have been imployed by him 
1 or this end: Thus they went and com- 
in Worted Jacob in his lonely and diſtreſſed 
0- Wondition ©, So an angelic Hoſt encom- 
te paſſed and ſecured Eliſha and his Servant, 
he When they ſtruck their Enemies with Blind- 
eſs, and delivered them over to their 
int. The Angel of the Lord ſmote 
he Camp of the AHHrians at his Command, 


e SY DR” 1 Ys td: 8 5 25 
Cen, xxviii. T2, f 2 Kings vi. 17, 18. 


even 
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even un hundred fourſcore and five Thonſaul 
Are they uot all miniſtring Spirits, ſent f. 
ro miniſter Jar them who ſhall be Heixs of & 
vation? They do his Commandments, hear 
ing to the Voice of his. Mord. The dv 
 Pleaſure®, © 
The once exalted, but now moſt abu 
doned Part of the Creation, even apo 
Spirits, are forced to quit thofe wha 
they poſſeſſed, 1 the Lord of all þ 
= Att to ſerve thereby. erer of hin 
el 
Good Men, 3 the Divine Influence 
are perſuaded to do their beſt to ful 
God's Word; and bad Men, thong 
againſt their Inclinations and Deſign 
ſo over-ruled,. as to help n F 
Counſels of the Almighty. 0 Afſygn 
the Rod of mine Anger, and the Staff ani! 
Hand is mine Indignarion. Hewbtets a 
meuneth not . neither doth lr . 
think . 
The ani mate nie Parts of th 
Creation, even the Birds and Beaſts d 
Prey, have been, and are at hand to fer- 
the Purpoſes of his Providence, either it 
preſerve his Servants, or puniſn his. Epe 
mies. Thus at God's Command the Rv 


n Kings xix. 35. Igel avii 36. h Heb, 1,14 
pal. ciii. 20, 21% * Hai. K. . Fe 


wuung 


yels 
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ens! ſhall ſeed the Prophet Elijah ©: The 
jons ſhall fawn on Daniel whilſt they in- 
tantly devour bis Accuſers*, In the 
Time of Egypt's Plagues what Swarms of 
nſe&s infeſt their Land at his ſovereign 

ord | He ſpake, and there came divers ſorts 
pf Flies, and Lice in all their Coafls, He 
ſpake and the Locuſts came, and Caterpil/ars, 
nd that without Number. If God plea- 
ſes, by the Worms we- tread under our 
Feet, the lofty Looks of Men ſhall be humbled, 
Land the Haughtineſs of Men, yea, of Kings, 
ball be brought .down, even to the Duſt. 
And immediately the Angel of the Lord ſmote 
Herod, becauſe he gave not God the Glory: 
And he was eaten of Worms and gave up the 
The inanimate Parts of God's Creation 
alſo have, and ſhall ſerve the Purpoſes of 
their abſolute Lord; For all are his Ser- 
vants. Thus the heavenly Luminaries, 
though they ordinarily obey the ſtanding 


their wonted Courſes, yet if the fulfilling 
his Will demands it, and a new Lay be 


or, if by Ravens we are to underſtand ſome of 
the human Race, as ſome will have it, yet it was 
owing to the ſame interpoſing Hand of God that they 
were ſo kind and benevolent to his Servant Elijah. 
ul Kings xvii. 4, 6. Dan. vi. 22, 24 Pal, 
ey. 31,34. P Acts xii. 23. By F 

| 8 7 6 


Laws of their great Maker, and keep 
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iflued forth from the Throne of Heaven 
they inſtantly: obey it, and ceaſe their 
Motion, Sun, ſtand thou /til upon .GibeonſÞ 


aud thou Moon in the Valley of A jalon. * "n 


the Sun ſtood ſtill, aud the Moon ſtayed * a 7. 
Stars, at God's bidding, in their Courſy : 


| fought againſt Siſera r. He has his Treaſum 


of the Snow, and Treaſures of the Hail, whid 


be hath reſer ved againſt the Time of Troueh . 


againſt the Day of Battle and War *. Thus 
we read, that the Lord caft down great Hail. 
ſtones from Heaven upon them, viz. the Amo- ? 
rites, unto Azekah, and they died. Storms 
and Tempeſts ſhall riſe high, and rage 
vehemently, or huſh into Silence, at a 
Word of Command from him. He gather- 
eth the Wind in his Fiſts . Thus our Lord 
rebuled the Wind, and ſaid unto the Sea, 
Peace, be ſlill : And thi Wind ceaſed, and 
there was a great Calm *. Fire and Water be- 
come raging and deſtructive, if ſuch be 
their Commiſſion from the eternal God, 
Theſe, as we commonly obſerve, are good 
Servants, but bad Maſters ; and yet even 

then, when they grow too powerful, for 
our Reſtraint, and bear down all before 
them, they are God's Servants, and ac- 
| compliſh his righteous Purpoſes. By the 


4 Joſh, x. 12, 13. * Judges v. 20. * Job Me $4110 
22, 13. TR | x. 11, Prov. XI. 4. an 


. AST © 
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ee and by the other, God has deſtroyed 


ei oth Perſons and Places: Ard there came 
un Fire from Heaven and deſtroyed Aha- 


u ah's Captain and his fifty“. By an Inun- 
tion * of the River Kiſhou the Enemies 
Joi God's Iſrae! were deſtroyed. The Ri- 
rar Kiſhon ſwept them away, that ancient 
ER iver, the River Kiſhon*. As by the one 
Cod delug'd the old World, ſo by the 
uWther the preſent ſhall be conſumed : The 
RE |:ments ſball melt with fervent Heat; the 


Pal be burnt „„ 555 
What Folly then, to make this God 


Fart h alſo, and the Wor ks that" are "theret, 


7e 

our Enemy, who can arm the whole 
'* {Creation againſt us; and can make that 
0 {Wwhich we daily uſe and need, to be the 
„ MWinfrument of our Deſtruction ! Nay, 


ho aſter he hath killed has Power to caſt into 
. r I 

n Kings i. 5. „ 
Though we have felt the dreadful Effects of raging 
Flames; yet our Grief was not renewed, nor were 
we render'd inconſolable by a late unuſual Tnunda- 
uon, as was a few Months paſt mentioned in a pubs 
lick Paper; that Account was utterly falſe. Indeed 
we deſerve new Marks of his Diſpleaſure, but bleſſed 
be God, be is Long- ſuſfering to us-ward, not willin 
that any foould periſh, but that al foould come to Repen- 
r on nt pt i en nods 
Judges v. 21. b 2 Pet. iii. 10, © Luke xii. 5: 


3 What 
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What Wiſdom to ſecure his Favour 
An omnipotent Friend is moſt valuable 
The true Chriſtian is an happy Ma 
The God of Heaven and Earth is hi. 
Covenant God. The very Calamitif 
he now ſhares in with others ſhall provi 
to him merciful Diſpenfations. Our lia 
Affliction, ſays the Apoſtle, which is but jv 
a Moment, worketh for us a far more exceedinif 
and an eternal Weight of Glory, May th 
obtaining his Love and Favour be the 
Matter of our daily fervent Prayer, an 
be eſteemed by us the grand Concern lf 
Life, But to ſhew, . 


III. How, or in what Manner the ble: 

God, in his Providence, makes uſe of tWW 
ſeveral Parts of the Creation to ſubſet 
bis Pleaſure. 7 46 0. nd ca 
Moſt certain it is, that God's Ways at 
in the Dark, and his Footſteps are not ænou 
We cannot enter into his Secrets, nor b 
it fit we ſhould, Mao will ſay unto hin 
what doſt thou? Yet thus much we mall 
conclude, that he diſpoſes and manage 
all Things in Heaven and Earth, in oi 
der to anſwer the Ends of his Gover 
ment, in a Way ſuitable to his own N 
ture, and agreeable to the Nature of bi 
Creatures, ES id 
+ *.Job ix, 12; 


if, 
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ul . In a Way ſuitable to bis cn Na- 
VVV 3 

2 Though none can controul or prevent 

"Win from fulfilling his Counſels; yet we 


ay be ſure that he always acts agreeable. 
J his own moſt perfect Rectitude. When 
e cannot perceive the Footſteps of Wiſ⸗ 
Jom and Mercy; nay, can diſcern little 
ſe than the Marks of Anger and dread- 
Wu Diſpleaſure, and thereupon may be 
Feady to arraign his very Juſtice, yet we 
Hay be confident of this, that his Works 
Pre perfect, conformable to infinite Wiſ- 
om, Juſtice, Compaſſion and Love. He 
gs till wiſe in Heart; juſt and right is hee. 
Wea, AN the Paths of the Lord are Mercy 
Wd Truth, unto ſuch as keep his Covenant 
ad bis Teſtimonies *, „„ 
dh. In a Way agreeable to the Nature 
pf the ſeveral Parts of his Creation. 
Here ſome may be conſidered as under 
bis more abſolute Sway, having no rati- 
dnal Powers to conduct or determine 
themſelves. Others there are, who being 
5ndued with rational Powers, are capable 
Jof moral Government, and in the Divine 
Management and Diſpoſal of Things are 
conſidered as ſuch, without ſuppoſing any 
uch Influences or Impreſſions as would 


| © Deut, xxxii. 4. f Pal, xxv. 10, 


E z HER neceſſi- 
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neceſſitate any of their Actions. However 
he can and will over-rule all their Inte 
tions, Counſels and Actions, fo as to pro 
mote and accompliſh the wiſe, righteoulſ 
and kind Purpoles of his Providence bl 
them. His Methods are too deep for uf 
in many Things to fathom. Yet as ſon 
thing of the Mind and Will of God in u 
Diſpenſations is made known to us in & 
velation, this is what we may and oughlf 
diligently to inquire after. Which bring 
us to conſider, | =_ 


— © tt 


IV. What we may reaſonably ſuppeſe to iff 
ſome of the ſpecial Intentions of Prov 
dence under any unuſual or uncomm 

Events, relating to larger or leſſer Soci' 
ties, or to particular Perſons, Lo 

Unuſual, and moſt awful Events, how 

ever effected, whether by the more imme 
diate Hand of God, or by the Inſtrumer- 
tality of his Creatures, whether the mol 
exalted or the meaneſt of them, as the 
fulfil the Mind and Will of God, For d 
are his Servants ; ſo they have their Meal 
ing, their Language to us alſo: And i 
far as God's providential Diſpenſation 
bear a Relation to his Kingdom of Grat 
particularly as to the erecting or eſtabliſh 
ing of it in our Hearts, ſo far we at 
immediately concerned our ſelves; 5 
8 got: 


J ²˙ A e - So. nk. L „1 2 * het 
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E notwithſtanding the many knotty Intrica- | 


en cies that attend his Proceedings in other 


reſpects, for as the Prophet ſpeaks, Veri- 
hh thou art a God that hideſt thy ſelf *; we 


pet may humbly deſire to know the Mean- 
ing of them, ſo far as this Knowledge 


may help us the better to underſtand our 
Duty, or to diſcharge it, This was the 
Concern of pious Job. I will ſay unto God, 
do not condemn. me ; ſhew me wherefore thou 
contendeſt with me b. Though it would be 
| daring Preſumption to deſire to know of 
God, what were his particular Reaſons, as 
| the great Governor of the World, for lay- 


ing in Aſhes almoſt a whole Town; or 


why this and that, and not ſome other ; 
yet he will not take it ill at our Hands, if 
| we, having his Glory and our ſpiritual 
Advantage at heart, employ our Minds 
apreeable to his Word and. Will, in 
& ſearching into the Cauſes of his ſevere 
Diſpenſations towards us; nay, a total 
Neglect here would: be very criminal and 
dangerous. Becauſe they regard. not the 
Mors of the Lord, wor the Operation of his 
Hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build 
them up. * 5 
No the Providences of God may be 
either of a proſperous or an affictive Kind. 


The 


1 
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The Occaſion of our aſſembling together b 
on this Day inelines me at preſent to treat 


only of the latter. 


When the Events of Providence are ve- 8 


ry ſevere and afflictive, no one can que- 
ſtion but that God intends ſome weighty 
and uſeful Inſtruction by them. And it 
becomes us diligently to enquire what this 
3 1 e 
1. God's ordinary Deſign in ſuch awa- 
kening Diſpenſations is to correct and pu- 
niſn Perſons for their Sins. 
Though it does not follow, becauſe we 
have been greater Sufferers than others, 
that therefore we are greater Sinners; yet, 
had we not been Sinners we had not been 
Sufferers. Had we not provoked the Lord 
ro Anger by our Iniquities, we had not 
been in ſuch deſolating and low Circum- 
ſtances as we lately were, and as ſome yet 


are. Thus the Prophet ſpeaks, Tour Ini- 


quities have turned away theſe Things, and 
Jour Sins have _with-holden good Things from 
you, As Afﬀtiiftion cometh not forth of the 
Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the 
Ground ©; ſo the bitter Root they ſpring 
from we are told is Sin. Shall J not viſſit for 
theſe Things, ſaith the Lord! Shall not my Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a People as this) ! Fools, becauſe 


o 


* 
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e their Tranſgreſſions, and becauſe of their 
W Jriquities, are affliifted”", Our Sins, our 
Iniquities doubtleſs, procured our Diſtreſ- 
ſes. O Iſrael! O Blandford ! thou haſt de- 
ſtroyed thy ſelf. When we behold Towns 
and Villages laid waſte and deſolate, tho 
ue ought not haſtily to conclude they 
E were Sinners more than others, yet we 
E ſhould always conclude, that Sin heth at 
the Door. If any think otherwiſe, it is 
owing to their wretched Stupidity, and 
{ groſs Ignorance of the Nature of Sin, the 
Nature of God, or the Contents of the 
Bible. Would to God, we were more 
deeply ſenſible of our Sins, the God-pro- 
{ voking Cauſe of our Ruin; and that we 
| could more feelingly ſay, Rivers of Waters 
run down our Eyes becauſe we have not kept 
111 5 


2. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 


| another Thing God intends by ſuch aw- 


ful and alarming Providences, is to con- 


| vince Men more fully of the Uncertainty 
| and Inſufficiency of earthly Enzoyments. 


Experience plainly tells us, how prone 
we are to ſet our Hearts inordinately on 
the Things that are ſetn. We are too apt, 


| in ur Proſperity, to think, if not to ſay, 


we ſhall never be moved *®. And under this 


" pfl. cvii. 17. ® Pfal. cxix, 136. ® Pſal, xxx. G. 
vain 
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vain Conceit we ſuffer our Affections to 

take too faſt hold of Things that are fleet- 
ing and periſhing. : So that a wiſe and 
good God ſees it ſometimes neceſlary to 


correct us in ſuch a Manner, that we may 
learn by his Rod, what we might and ought 
to have learnt by his Word, viz. Panity 


of Vanity, all is Vanity”; and, That Man 


at his beſt Eſtate is altogether Vanity *. One 
Hour he is in flouriſhing Circumſtances, 


ready to ſay, Soul, thou haſt much Goods g | 


laid up for many Tears; take thine Eaſe, eat, 
drink, and be merry. The next, perhaps, 
he hath not enough lefc to ſatisſy the Cra- 
vings of Nature, or to furniſh him with 
the Neceſlaries of Life. Ah! Who would 
ſet their Hearts on that which is not! 
which is but a little Remove from no- 
thing, even when in our ſwelling, though 
vain Imagination, it appears to be ſub- 
ſtantial Riches. Seeing then we have had 
ſuch a flagrant, and one would hope con- 
vincing Proof of the Inſtability and Emp- 
tineſs of all earthly Comforts, let us from 
hence learn to rejoice as if we rejoiced not, 
to weep as though we wept not, to buy as tho 


paſſeth away, 


ue poſſeſſed not; for the Faſhion of this World 


Þ Eccleſ.i.t, Pal. xxxix. 5. e Luke 


i „ 
LET, | 3. By 
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3. By ſuch cala mitous Events God may 
deſign to try the Charity of Men; and this 
both as it is oppoſed to Cenſure and raſh 
Judgment; and as it includes Liberality and 
Beneficenctde. „5 
(.) As it is oppoſed to Cenſure and 
Waſp Judgment. — 
E Though God afflits Perſons, Families 
lor Places, and that in an unuſual Way, 
yet we muſt not for this Reaſon only infer, 
Wthat they are marked out by Heaven for 
Sinners above all others, leſt we offend God, 
land add Affliction to the afflicted by ſuch 
uncharitable Surmiſes; yet when Men 
hall commit Crimes ſo infamous, as well 
las notorious, that theſe loudly proclaim, 
the Cauſe of their Sufferings ; as in the 
Caſe of Sodom; or when ſome remarkable 
land ſignal Calamities ſhall overtake known 
mercileſs, and cruel Perſecutors, in their 
| heiliſn and bloody Purſuits; in ſuch In- 
ſtances, it would be no breach of Chari- 
ty to ſay, that God made them Examples 
of Terror to thoſe that after ſhould li ve u- 
godly. But then in other Caſes onr Cha- 
ity ſhould prompt us to put a milder In- 
terpretation upon God's Dealings with, 
Men, and incline us to pronounce them 
rather correttive than judicial. This was 
che Doctrine our Saviour taught, when 
Je was on Earth, to prevent or cure this 
e | cen 
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cenſorious Temper, and to let us ſee we cannot 
be blameleſs if we indulge it. There were pre- 
ſent at that Seaſon ſome that told him of ih 
Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled 
with their Sacrifices, And Jeſus anſwering, 
| ſaid unto them, ſuppoſe ye that theſe Galileans Ml 
wee Sinners above all the 5 becauſe 
they ſuffered ſuch Things ? - | 
thoſe Eighteen upon whom the Tower in Siloan Ml 
fell, and flew them, think ye they were Sinnen 
above all Men that dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell 
you nay *. ET On 
Let Perſons that are remarkably cha- 
ſtened of the Lord be as ſevere as they wil 
in judging themſelves, few are in danger 
of exceeding here. But let others, out of 
Pity to the Afflicted, and from a Senſe of 
their own Frailty and Miſcarriages, be 
more modeſt; Judge not that ye be utt 
Judged *. f. 404 oak 
I would not be thought to intimate by 
this, as if I imagined, we were not deſer- 
vedly corrected of God for our Sins; nd, 
ſure I am, that God hath puniſhed us les 
than our Iniquities deſerve ; and that our Ca- 
lamities, great as they are, don't call us 
to ſuitable Repentance and Humiliation. 
But I would not have other Towns or Pla- 
ces think they are ſo far inferior to us il 


— 
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Vitedneſs as to be themſelves out of dan- 
Jer. Our bleſſed Saviour intended to 
rouſe in Men very different Thoughts and 
Apprehenſions in the Place juſt now na- 
med. I tell you nay; but except ye repent, 
Je ſoall likewiſe periſh. But more to this 
E Purpoſe will be mentioned in a following 
to | Aye ab oh, 

(.) As it includes Liberality and Bene- 
„„ EN boon, i Pn 
| The Miſeries of ſome are intended by 
| Providence as an Opportunity to prove 
the Charity of others; in extraordinary Cula- 
nities, by their extraordinary Supplies, Such 
were our Calamities, and ſuch has been 
the Liberality of our Fellow-Chriſtians. 
| Our great Trial of AHHidtion abounded unto 
the Riches of others Liberality; for to their 
| Power, yea, ſome beyond their Power *, were 
| willing of themſelves, deſiring thoſe who 
| took upon them the kind Office of col- 
lecting others Charity to receive their 
Gifts. This Forwardneſs was diſcover d 
| in many Places. Thanks be unto God for 
| his unſpeakable Gifts %; and to Men we owe 

the moſt grateful Returns. . 


ſome, God intends a Warning to other. 
2 Cor. viii, 2, 37 4. * 2 Cor. ix. 1 Fo 
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So kind is the bleſſed God in his Na. 


ture, ſo merciful in his Intentions, thai 
when maintaining the Honour of his vi- 
lated moſt righteous Laws, requires hin 
to puniſh ſome, he hereby intends alſo u 
give Warning unto others; this the Apoftl: 
aſſerts when he ſays, that with many of the 
Iſraelites God was not well pleaſed ; for thy 
were overthrown. in the Wilderneſs. No 
theſe Things were our Examples, to the Inte 
awe ſhould not luſt after evil Things as they ali 
Tufted, Neither be ye Idolaters, as were ſom 
of them. Neither let us commit Fornicatio, 
as ſome of them committed, and fell in one Do 
three and twenty Thouſand, Neither let u 
tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted, 
aud were deſtroyed of Serpents, Neither mur 
mur ye, as fome of them alſo murmured, au 
were deflroyed of the Deftrozer. Now all the, 
Things hapned unto them for Enſamples : Au 


they are written for our Admonition, upu 


whom the Ends of the World are come, When: 


fore let him that thiuketh he ſtandeth take heed 
) ASSES „ 

A jealous, juſt, and gracious God, 
would have thoſe that are in proſperous 
Ciroumſtances to obſerve the Calamities of 
others; that they may avoid every Thing 
that has the leaſt Tendency to diſpleaſe 


71 Cor, x. — 12. 
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And provoke him; do every Thing to ob- 
Fain his Favour; yea, ſo obſerve his 
Dealings with others, that they may be 
prepared for whatever Diftrefles may 
Wvertake them. May every one learn 
From God's heavy Hand upon us, and we 
much more, not to offend him who hath 
ade us to drink of the Cup of his 
Wrath. 8 Sack 

E 5. Another Deſign in ſuch Providences 
Ws to teach us the better to commiſerate 
Wt bers in their calamitous Circumftances. 
A Tenderneſs of Spirit is fuch a cha- 
Fitable Temper of Mind that 'tis worth 
Paining, though it be by our enduring 
Wharp Afflictions. The Treaſures of the 


G Mind are vaſtly preferable to all the un- 
| {WatisfaGory and periſning Riches of the 
8 orld. We hereby more reſemble the 
ed of Love; who in all our Afliftions is | 
. fied"; who is full of Compaſſion and 
ions. | => (5M 


We have found the Need of others moſt 
bompaſſionate Regards for us; and ſhould 
Pave thought it hard to have wanted their 


, their Help, and their Prayers. 
96 beir Abundance has been a kind Supply to 
e Wants*. May their Favours beſtow- 


d on us, ſo liberal, and ſo ſeaſonable, be- 


| 316, Hill. 9. 2 Pfal. lxxxvi. 19. Þ Cor. viib 14, 
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get and eſtabliſn in us a tender and bene. 
volent Temper towards others. Should 
any of our late bounteous Friends, off 
others, be in ſad Diſtreſs (from which 
God preſerve them) and we hereafter 
able to help them, it would argue Heart 


harder than Rocks, ſhould we not be thut: 


diſpoſed. Or ſhould we want Ability, iſ 
Teaderneſs towards them in their Diſtreſſes 
is ſuch a Temper which Perſons fo afflid- 
ed as we have been, ſhould carefully che. 
Tiſh. Every Thing of Hardneſs and Seve- 
rity towards others, in us, muſt be peci- 
liarly aggravated, conſidering what melt 
ing, ſoftning Providences we have been 
under. It was ſaid by God of old Time, 

Thou ſhalt neither vex a Stranger, nor oppreſ 
him. And if not a Stranger, much leſ 
one of the ſame Nation or Place, or one 
that has been a Fellow-Sufferer with out 
ſelves ; For ye were Strangers in the Land i 
Egypt. And again, Thou ſhalt not oppri i 
à Stranger: For ye know the Heart of a Strat 
ger, ſeeing ye were Strangers in the Land i 
Egypt “. JVC 
All afflictive Providences, as they ſhould 
prove a Means of encreaſing our Faith and 
Patience, ſo of begetting in us more of that 
Chriſtian Meekneſs and Felow-feeling, which 
Eod. xxii. 2 1. Exod. xxiii. 9. 8 
5 | would 
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MH would be very ornamental to our Profeſ- 


# fron. We ſhould hereby learn to put on 


| Bowels of Mercies * 5 and to weep with thoſe: 


| that weep | 
6. We may rexfunibly ſuppoſe that by 


| ſuch awful Providences, God further in- 
© tends to mind us how much it is our Inte- 
U reſt as well as Duty, to ſeek after a more 
durable Good ; even an Inheritance incor- 


MW ruptible, and that fJadeth not away. 


We have ſeen an End of all Perfection e. 
We were ſituated in a pleaſant and an 


agreeable Place; we had Houſes full of 
good Things; we were poſſeſſed of many 


Comforts of Life; but alas! how ſoon 
were we ſtript of all! And what is the In- 
ference we ſnould draw from hence? What 
Uſe does God expect we ſhould make of it > 
Nothing leſs than this ſurely, (which God 
grant) that ſeeing our late earthly Houſes, 
| literally ſpeaking, were ſo ſuddenly and 
| ſurprizingly laid in Ruin, that we 0 
ſure of an unalienable Claim to a Building 
of God, Houſes not made with Hands, en ö 
in the Heavens". 
And as we were thus 3 turns 
| £d out of our Habitations by the great 
Lord of all ; ſo many other good Things 


*Col. ii. 12. F Rom. xii. 15. S pfal cxix, 96. 


? 2 Cor, N. 1. | 
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alſo, which we were loath to part with, 


| were quickly and irreſiſtibly ſnatched from | 


us; how highly reaſonable then is ir, that 
we learn from hence to lay up our main 
Steck, our Treaſures in Heaven, where they 


will be for ever ſafe and ſecure from the 1 
Reach of all waſting and deſtructive Acci- W 
dents. There no Thief can approach nor 


Flames devour and waſte, 
7. Another Deſign of ſuch melancholy 
Providences may be, more fully to ſatisfy 
us of the ſolid Supports, and real Plea- 
ſures, which Religion affords us. 
Many faithful Servants of God have 
found the ſweeteſt Comfort in the moſt 
afflicted Parts of Life. As their Afflicti- 
ons have abounded, ſo has their Conſola- 
tion alſo. When the bleſſed God has by 
ſome ſevere Providences convinced them 
of the Emptineſs of earthly En joyments, 
then has it pleaſed him to fill them with 
Joy and Peace in believing. When the 
World has failed them their God has not, 
but has been a preſent Help in Trouble. 
When the Streams have been cut off they 
have been more readily inclined to ſeek 
io the Fountain, and thence have drawn 
Waters of Refreſhment. Knowing in them- 
ſelves that they have in Heaven a better and 


i Rom. xv. 13, 


endu- 
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during Subſtance *; they have taken the 
Pore patiently, yea, joyfully the ſpoiling of. 
Weir Goods, And ſeeing it was the Lord 
Ir all that did it, whoſe Right cannot be 
Yiſputed, and their Lord, who, ſas he is 
Head of the Univerſe, ſo alſo Head over 
Things for the Good of his Church, and 

Who chaſtens whom he loyes, they will nei- 
her reſiſt his Will nor ſuſpe& his Love. 


What was the Language of the holy Pfal- 
Wniſt > I is good for me that I have been af- 
Pidled, that I might learn thy Statutes : And 
hen adds his Reaſons for it, the Law of 
% Mouth is better unto me than Thouſauds 
pf Gold and Silver © 


The Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
the Hopes of the Divine Favour, through 
the Merits and Mediation of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; the Witneſs of God's Holy 
Spirit; the believing Views of a glorious. 
World, have yielded to many the moſt re- 
[viving Comfort, even when under the moſt 
depreſſing worldly Calamities. This the 
pious Pſalmiſt knew, and therefore pray- 
ed, When my Heart is overwhelmed; lead me 
to the Rock that is higher than 1*, Happy 
Soul! that can ſay in the Words of the 
| Prophet, Although the Fig-Tree ſhall not bloſ= 


| 
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ſom, neither Fruit be in the Vine, and u 
Fields ſhall yield no Meat, &c. yet 1 will ni 


Joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of i an 
Salvation. eee 1:1 Hes 
8. and Laſth, God by ſuch ſad and an. j- 
ful Events may intend to quicken us in ou ti. 
Preparations for a better World, 11 
_ © Seeing after all eur utmoſt Pains aud t« 
Labour in gathering together the goo Ic 
Things of this Life, and pleaſing ou o 
{elves with the Hope of a long Enjoymen 
of them, theſe may by ſome unexpected © 
and ſad Turn of Providence, be ſudden t 
ly ſnatched from us, what is the Uſe tha 
every one of us ſhould make of it? Lean 
hence, O my Soul, ſeeing here is no conti- Ml | 
nuing City, to ſeek one to come v. Lord help | | 
me, by the powerful Influences of thy Holy Mt 


Spirit, to be more diligent than ever in 
uſing aright every Talent; in improving 
precious Time; in getting ſome Good 
from every Occurrence of Providence; 
in ſeeking for Strength and Comfort from 
every Ordinance ;- that hereby thou-mayl 
be help'd on with more Speed and Plea- 
ſure in thy Way to that better World 
above, where there remains a Reſt to tt 
People of God*. Here's nothing I can long 
call my own ; above there are Riches that 


Hab. Lil, 17, 18. P Heb, xiii. 14. ü 3-Heb, iv, 9 
| | cal 
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can never be loſt; a Building that can 
never be deſtroyed ; an Inheritance undefiled 
and eternal; living Fountains of Joy; Plea- 
ſures for evermore; a Crown of Glory that 
au. faderh not away” ; a City that hath Founda- 
owl tiovs, whoſe Builder and Maker is God“. 
There dwells my Saviour, my God. Would 
to God, that I, and others alſo, may be 
ſo happy as to make Choice of theſe for 
our Portion and everlaſting All. 
When once by Divine Grace we are 
become ſo wiſe and happy, as to make 
cheſe our Choice, and are made meet for 
| the Iuheritance of the Saints in Light, then 
| we ſhall have nothing very ſad to fear, 
| whilſt we remain in this gloomy World, 
ſeeing nothing very fad can befal us that 
can touch our main Intereſt, All that re- 
mains to make us as happy as we can be 
at preſent, is to be daily providing for 
| the Heavenly State, to have our Claim to 
| the promiſed Inheritance, the Purchaſe of 
our dear Redeemer's precious Blood, 
cleared up; then may we ftretch forth 
our moſt eager Deſires after the full Poſ- 
| feffion, impatiently longing to take our 
| Leave of this diſappointing and finful 
World, that we may go and be with Jeſus. 
Then may we rejoice in the Hopes of the 


L 1 Pet. v. 7 ˙ K Heb, . 10. 


Glory 


58 A SERMON preached, &c. 
Glory of God, being fully aſſured, that in 
our Father's Houſe are many Manfions * „ And 
that our bleſſed Saviour is gone 70 prepare 
a Place for us. In the firm Belief, and 
pleaſing ExpeRation of which may we 
ſpend our .few remaining Days, Looking 
for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appear- | 

ing of the great God and our Saviour Jeſu WM | 
Crit”, when he will receive us to himſelf, PÞ 
that where he is we may be alſo. 2 


Now unto him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood; and 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and his Father, to him be Glory and Do- 
minion for ever and ever. Amen. 


john xiv. 2, 3, 4. Tit. ii, 13. * Rev, i. 576. 
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ee H E melancholy and ſhocking 
| Þ T & Events of that dreadful Day, when 
Providence laid us in Aſhes, have 
been, as I have often obſerved, 
| the grand Topick -of Converſation. My 
Deſign in the following Pages is not to 
pleaſe Men but God, who ſearcheth the 
Hearts. Bear with me therefore in deal- 
ing plainly with you. I hope I ſhall offend 
none though T take the Liberty of applying 
to al. The Almighty God hath ſpoken fo 
FL loudly 


TS 


londly to us that one cannot eafily ker 
filence; The Lion hath roared, who will m 
fear? 1 Lord hath ſpoken, who can but pri 
phecy ! — 
. I perſuade my ſelf, that none are utter. 
ly inſenſible of the Hand of God, and that 
all have made ſome juſt Reflections on 
ſuch an awful Event. I hope it has been 
the Language of every one's Heart, God 
| hath done right but we have done wicked. 
ly. Such an Apprehenſion is proper, but 
not ſufficient, We ſhall make very little 
of our great Diſtreſs, unleſs we deſcend 
to a more particular Conſideration of our 
ſelves under it. Guilt, like Calamities, wil 
affect us moſt when perſonally conſidered 
The nearer we perceive our ſelves con- 
cerned in the one, or the other, the deeper 
will be the Impreſſion. In the one Caſe we 
are ſoon ſenſibly affected, I mean as to out 
_ perſonal Loſſes and Sufferings ; would to 
| God we were more feelingly affected with 
the other, each one with his own Sins. A 
confuſed Apprehenfion, and general Acknou- 
ledgment of Guilt,, will not produce ſuch 
valuable and laſting Fruits as both God 
and Man may juſtly expect from us. There 
never will be, there never can be, a rel 
Repentance, till it becomes perſonal; ill 
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e are each of us ſenſible of our own Tranſ- 
reſhons, Thus the Pſalmiſt, acknowledge 
y Tranſgreſſions ; and my Sin is ever "before 

deb. That we may be ſo wiſe and happy, 
e muſt not only ſearch and try our Ways, 
ut conſcientiouſly follow the Example of 
10US David, Search me, O God, aud know 
y Heart, try me, and know my Thoughts, 


7 nd ſee if there be any wicked Way in me, 
| ud lead me in the Way everlaſting *, And 
eig thus by. the Holy Spirit convinced 


f our own Sins, we ſhall hereby be the 
etter "diſpoſed to confeſs and bewail our 
Family Sins, and the Sins of others alſo. 
\nd as there are certain Circumſtances in 

Affliction which have a plain and natural 
ſendency to bring Sin to Remembrance, 
End which therefore thoſe whoſe Minds 
re rightly informed, and whoſe Conſci- 
ences are truly tender, will be ready to 
dblerve, it becomes us to conſider, whe- 
ther there are not ſome ſuch in our Cala- 
nity that may help to bring our Sins to Re- 

nembrance. W 2 7 | 
| The Deſolation we all know was uni ver- 
al; it touched us in every Thing almoſt 
hat we valued and loved. Thus God 
retched forth the Rod of his Anger, and 
eſtroyed our Habitations; and at the ſame 


al. li. 3. epfal. cxxxix, 23, 24. FW 


G | Time 
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Time alſo deprived us of our worldly Su 
ftauce ; the Loſs both of the one, and 


the other, ſat heavy on our Minds, alc 


deeply affected us. Can we forbear fra 
hence making ſome ſuch Reflections as thek 


following: May not either our ſhameful 


Neglect of Family-Religion, or the Siu 


of 'Lewdneſs and Intemperance, or other! 


Tranfgreſſions that we were chargeablli 


with, provoke an Holy and Jealous Gy 


to ſay, of a Truth many Houſes ſhall be de 
late, even once great and fair, without In 
bitant ©? God ſignified his Diſpleaſun 
and Abhorrence of Jeruſalem's Sins by the 
Deſtruction of thoſe very Habitations it 
which they were committed; and they 
Hall come and ſet Fire on this City, and bun 


it with the Houſes upon whoſe Roofs they hau 


offered Incenſe unto Baal, to provoke me to Ai 
ger ©, Again, is our Wealth waſted ? Ho 


was it gained? By Oppreſſion or Injuſtice MW: 


Has it not been uſed to maintain out 
Pride, to gratify our Luſts, or to indulge 
our Appetites? Have we employed that 
Share of it in thoſe Acts of Piety and Co- 
rity which God expected, and others nee 
ed? We have ſuffered alſo ſeverely in out 
Perſons. Some you know were at one 
hurried into Eternity; others. were milet- 
_*©Ifa. v. 8, 9, © Jer, xxxii. 29. Jer. xix 12, 13. 


abl/ 
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bly burnt to the Hazard of their Lives; 
We were called to labour in the very Fire, 
nd endured then as well as fince many 
great Hardſhips and Inconveniencies. We 
annot err, if we ask our ſelves, were we 
ot too fond of theſe our periſning Bo- 
ies? Too apt to indulge our Eaſe? 
roun too ſecure whilſt in our Proſperi- 
ty? Too forgetful of God, even ready to 
ſay, the Lord will not do Good, neither will 
Fe do Evil? Might not ſuch a Temper as 
this provoke God to ſay, I will puniſh tho 
en that are ſettled on their Lees? — Ano- 
ther afflicting Circumſtance of this ſad 
Providence was this, that our public 
Buildings, viz. the Town-Hall, and the 
Places of our Religious Worſhip, were burnt 
down and deſtroy d. A Cireumftance 
[that once affected us much, and may yet 
afford us ſome uſeful Reflections; from 
hence both Magiſtrates and Miniſters may 
take Occaſion to inquire, whether by 
their Authority, Examples, Inſtructions, and 
Reproofs, they duly endeavoured the Sup- 
preſſion of Immorality, and the Promoting 
| Pure Religion and undefiled? Whether they 
lanified God's Sabbath themſelves, and 
did their beſt towards the preventing 
others from profaning his Holy Day, whe- 


f Zephi i, 12, 
e ther 
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ther by their Employments of any kind 
or by other immoral Practices? Yea, 
becomes every one from hence to con- 
der, whether they have not too.often {in- 
Fully Forſook the Aſſembling themſelves tog 
her, as the Manner of ſome iss? Or if we 
did attend the Places of publick Morſſiß, 
was it with that Seriouſueſs, Gravity, Sin: 
cerity, Fear and Reverence, as Worſhippers 
of that God who is a conſuming Fire"! 
Did we not too often draw nigh unto hin 
avith our Mouth, and honour him with ur 
Lips, when our Hearts were far from him! 
_ Having thus mentioned ſome Grcun— 
ſtances of our Calamity, and offered my 
Help toward our making ſuch Reflections 
as are pertinent to the preſent Caſe, that 
ue may henceforth act that Part that be- 
comes us as Men and Chriſtians, and 
which God and Man, under ſuch an aw 
kening Providence, expects from us, and 
thereby render our preſent Life as agree- 
able as it can be, conſidering the uncer- 
tain Nature of 'Things, and the reduced 
and firaitend Circumſtances. of man) 
among us, and may the better provide for 
a bliſsful Eternity, give me leave to lay be- 
fore you the following Advice, 


© Heb. x, 25, h Heb, xii. 29. i Matt. xv. 8, Q 
| I. 


Ind IJ. Let us bleſs God that we, and 


ui moſt of our dear Friends and Relatives, 


Dl eſcaped with our Lives. 

f Some (as was before ſaid) were cut off 
e. ſuddenly, and ſent into an awful Eternity: 
ae The Calamity, had it been in the Night Sea 
% for, muſt, in all probability, have proved 
"i fatal to Maltitudes of us; many more would 
have been bewilder'd and loſt in the 
Streets ; others, in their Beds, might have 
ſlept their laſt, and awoke in an eternal 
%, ſuch as were impenitent, in quench- 
| Teſs Flames, We therefore, eſpecially ſuch 


ger, or that had our dear Children and: 
Relatives moſt remarkably preſerved, 
ſhould unite in Praiſes to God, and lay, 
Bleſs the Lord, O our Souls, and all that 15 
within us eſs his holy Name, who redeemed- 
our Li ves from Deſtruction. 8 


; II. Reh igiouſly believe that this our fore 
WU Calamity was from God. 


Such an Apprehenſion of Things is pi- 


ous, and, I conceive, neceſſary to the right 
Improvement of it : Infidelity in this Caſe 
will unavoidably leave Men in their old 
Impieties, There was hardly an Iafidel in 
this Point to be found among us about four 
Tears ſince, I hope not one now. We need 


not put this! Matter on ſuch a caſual Foot 


G 3. 
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of us as were in the moſt eee Dan- 
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as the Philiſtines did theirs with relation tt 
the Ark of God, that they might know whe 
ther their Calamity was from him, or whe: 
ther a Chance had happened to them. Tal 
the Ark of the Lord and ſend it away, that it 
may go. And ſee, if it goeth up by the a 
of -his own Coaſt to Bethſhemeſh, then |: 
hath done this great Evil : But if not, thei 
we ſhall know that it is not his Hand that 
ſmote us, it was a Chance that happen'd to un 
Any Degree of Unbelief in us, who have 
the invaluable Privilege of a Divine Reve- 
lation, is much more culpable than in 
them. . 1 aft am EO 

| Impute not our unuſual Diſtreſs wholly 
to ſecond Cauſes, Say not, ThE Firs could 
never have begun in a worſe Place, where 
four Streets met. It could never have hap- 
pen'd in a worſe Seaſon, when there was 
little Water, a ſcorching Sun, and a rufflin 
ind; or when there were more combuſtible 
Materials (which we had provided againſt 

the approaching Winter). nor could the 
Wind ever have ſtood in a worſe Point, All 

this is true, true indeed; for this was to 
be the Way, the Time, the Day of Deſola- 
tion, when the Lord ſaid, I vill not again 
paſs by them any more. The Suddenneſs of 
it beſpake the Divine Reſentment, as if 


n Sem. vi. 5 % Amo vil. . 


God 


them at once. So furious was the Fire, 


that it was more like a Torrent of Flames 


than a gradual Burning: Yea, the Lord 
divided the Flames of Fire", ſo that our 
Habitations were quickly conſumed. Sud- 


den Deſtruction is a Sign of God's hot 


Diſpleaſure; as the Apoſtle obſerves, Sud- 


den Deſtruction ſhall come upon them", Behold - 
| they ſhall be as Stubble : The Fire ſhall burn 


them ; they ſhall not deliver themſelves from the 


Power of the Flame o. The Univerſality of 
the Deſolation diſcovered the Divine. Dif- 
pleaſure ; the whole Town was ſoon laid 
in Ruins. We may here aptly apply the 
Words of the Prophet, Behold the Lord . 
maketh this Place empty, and maketh it waſie, 


aud turneth it upſide down, and ſcattereth 


abroad the Inhabitants thereof. And it ſhall 


be, as with the People, ſo with the Prieſt ; as 


with the Servant, ſo with. his Maſter; as 


with the Maid, ſo with her Miſtreſs ; as with 
the Buyer, ſo with the Seller; as with the 


Lender, ſo with the Borrower; as with 
the Taker of Uſury, ſo with the Giver of Uſury 


to him, It ſhall be utterly emptied, and utter- 
ly ſpoiled ; for the Lord hath ſpoken this Word b. 


The particular Severity of our Affliction 
was another alarming Proof of God's fu- 


\ fal. xxix. 7, "1. Theſſ. v. 3, fa. xlvii, 14. 
Ia. XXIV. I, 253. | WO” 
rious 
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God had ſaid, I will go down and deſtroy 
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rious Rebuke; for, as has been be fore ob- 
ſerved, our Houſes were burnt, our Sub- 
ſtance waſted ; ſome were ſcorched to Death 
in the Streets, and others loaded with that 
afflicting Diſtemper, the Small- Pox; thus 
Deep called unto Deep. And notwith- 
ſtanding all thoſe Depths of inconſolable 
Woe into which we were ſunk, are any 
yet willing to impute it to meer Chance or 
Accident; to the Fully or Careleſzeſs of Per- 
ſons only, to any Cauſe rather than the 
true one? Certainly no other Account can 
be given of ſuch a Spirit as this in Men, 
than that they are unwilling to part with 
their Sins, and hate to be reformed. Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked, The Pro- 
vidence of God, and that for wiſe and juſt 
Reaſons, is concerned in all Events. Hal 
there be Evil in the City and the Lord hath not 
done it? Thus ſaith the Lord, becauſe thy 
Sins were increaſed I have done theſe Things 
unto thee *, Shall we not wiſely conſider of 
our Doings, in this our Day of Adverfty, 
whereby we have provoked an holy and 
Tighteous God to diſcover ſuch fevers 
Marks of his Diſpleaſure againſt us? 
This will lead us on to the next Parti- 
cular. 5 wed 


-* PAI, xlii. 7. Cal. vi. 7. Amos iii. 6. 
© Jer. Xxx. 12-15. 
ER, 1 III. 
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HI. Let us reckon it our indiſpen- 
ſable Duty to confeſs our Sins, be grieved 
{or them, and turn unto the Lord. 

The excellent Example of pious Ezra 


demands our Imitation. 1 fell on my Knees 


and ſpread out my Hands unto the Lord my 
God, and ſaid, O my God, I am aſhamed, 
aud bluſh to lift up my Face unto thee my 
God, for our Iniquities are increaſed over our 
Heads, and our Treſpaſſes grown up unto the 
Heavens ", Confeſſion of our Sins to God 
is included in the very Nature of true 
Repentance. I ſaid I will confeſs my Trauſ- 
greſſions unto the Lord*, It ought to lie 
much at our Hearts, that we have a true 


and genuine Sorrow for our Sins, even that 
Sorrow which worketh Repentance to Salvation 


not to be repented “. If we remain in- 


| ſenſible of our manifold Tranſgreſſions, 


unaffected with them, and are not aſha- 
med before God on the Account of them, 


it muſt argue an uncommon Degree of 


Impiety. Were they aſhamed when they had 
committed Abomination * Nay, they were not 


at all aſhamed, neither could they bIuſh*. Har- 


dened Creatures! Can we forbear Bluſh- 
Ing nnder a deep Senſe of our Sins ? Let 
us dread to have that grievous Complaint 


. Ezra Ix, 5 6. * Plal, Xxxii. Co: Y 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
Jet. Fi, , ELSE x 


lodged 
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lodged againſt us mentioned by the Pro- 
phet, No Man repented him of his Wicked 
neſs, ſaying, What have I done a? On the 
contrary, it ſhould be the Language of 
our Hearts, We have greatly offended 
thee, O God, Wherefore we abhor our ſelves, 
aud repent in Duſt and Aſhes *, Being thus 
by divine Grace brought into a penitent 
Frame, let us take hold of this happy 
Opportunity, in the moſt ſerious and ſo- 
lemn Manner, to renounce all our Sins, 
and to lay our ſelves under the ſtrongeſt 
Reſolutions of Amendment. When King 
Hexeliah was conſidering and grieving for 
the Diſtreſſes of the People occaſioned 
by their Sins, he gave them, and others 
alſo, yea, all Perſons, whether in the moſt 
exalted or meaneſt Station in Life, an ex- 
cellent Pattern what ought to be done: 
Now it is in my Heart to make a Covenant. 
with the Lord God of Iſrael, that his fierce 
Wrath may turn away from us ©, Let us, in 
the Strength of God, enter our ſolemn 
Proteſt againſt all Manner and Kinds of 
Sin, and purpoſe without Delay to be- 
come the Servants of the moſt high God. 
Is it not high Time that we give Proof 
of the Reality of our Repentance by our 
becoming an obedient People ? Thus ſaith 


Jer. viii. 6. Job xlii. 6, © 2 Chron, xxix, 10. 


te 
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the Lord of Hoſts, amend your Ways and your 
| Doings. Truſt ye not in hing Words, the Jem- 


ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 


Temple of the Lord, are theſe; and from 
hence conclude, that we are delivered to 


do any Abominations, Surely no extrava- 


gant Zeal for Parties, Principles, Places, 


or different Modes of Worſhip, will ever 


atone for, or juſtify us in any immoral 


| Praftices, Whatever Profeſſion a Man 
| makes, though the moſt pure; whatever 
Church a Perſon is a Member of, though 


the beſt conſtituted in the World, yet if 


he lives not conformable to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, his Profeſſion is vain, his Faith is 


alſo vain». Know ye not, that to whom je 


| yield your ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants 


| ye are to whom ye obey; whether of Sin unto 
Death, or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs *. 
All our Hopes of Heaven will prove delu- 
| 'fve, and we ſhall but flatter our ſelves 


with our own Deceivings, unleſs by Holi- 


neſs of Heart and Life, by Faith in Chriſt, 


and Obedience to him, we become a 


People prepared for the Lord. 
Now for our Encouragement to a peni- 


tent Confeſſion of our Sins, and that we 


may turn unto the Lord with all our 


Heart, we are aſſured that Chriſt is exalt=, 


t * 
_* Jer, vii. 3, 10. Kom. vi. 16. 
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ed to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
KRepentance unto Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of 
Sins; and that if we confeſs our Sins he is 


E faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins. And 


being thus happily ranked among the Pe- 
nitent and pardoned, though our outward 
Condition may be low and mean, we may 
however rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of our Salvation. Yea, moreover, this is 
the moſt likely Method that can be taken 
by us to engage God's kind Thoughts to- 
wards us, and to have temporal Bleſſings 
laid up in ftore for us. Then may we 
hope to ſee the Scales of Divine Provi- 
dence happily turned in our Favour, as 
in the Words of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that like as I have 
_ watched over them to pluck up, and to break 
down, and to throw down, and to deſtroy, and 
to afflict; ſo will I watch over them, to build, 
and to plant, ſaith the Lord. 


IV. Let us take great Care that we 
juſtify God in all his Proceedings againſt 
us, how afflictive ſoever they are either 
in their Nature or Conſequences. | 
Should we grow fretful and uneaſy we 
ſhall add both to our Calamity and Guilt, 
and inſtead of lighening our Burden render. 


» Acts v. 3. Ff John i. 9. 5 Jer. xxxi. 28. 
55, it 
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it the heavier. To be patient and ſub- 
miſive under the correcting Hand of 
God, is a Duty ſo important, that lie 
will by no means diſpenſe with it; not 
only his own Glory, but our real Good, 
are ſo nearly concerned herein, that his 
Tealonſy for his own Honour, and his ten- 
der Regard for our Happineſs, engage him 
to inſiſt upon it. Though we may hum 
bly plead with God, and talk with him of 
his Judgments of yet we muſt not dare to 
allow of one rebellious Thought, againſt 
the ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
who will not give an Account of his Matters i. 
Behold, he'taketh away, who can hinder him? 
| Who will ſay unto bim, what doſt thou * ? 


Deep Silence oer th eternal Palace reign'd, 
When thusthe King of Heav'n andEarthbegan; 
Go faithful Uriel, carry this Command - © a 
To youder World, inhabited by Man. 
Make them no au this, that all they have is mine, 
Tue only lent, but given Nought to Men; 
On my Demand they therefore muſt reſign, 
And All with Gratitude part with again. 
| But how, and when, is mine, not theirs to ſay, 
Tam their ſovereign Lord, and will that they obey. 


Thus Aa Reverend Clergymen | piouſly , 
ſpeaks on this our late Calamity, in a 
* Jer, Sil. 1. Job xxxiii. 18. k Job IX, I2, 
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Beſides, conſidering what we have been, 
what we have done, what we are; and 
that we have by our Sins often forfeited, 
not only all the good Things that we have 


loſt, but thoſe we have /eft, yea, and our 


very Lives too, nay, have deſerved God's 


everlaſting Diſpleaſure, how unreaſonable 


muſt every murmuring Thought againſt 
him be? Yet, though we muſt not murmur 


we may ſorrow. Sorrow for our Sins is 


inſeparable from our Duty as Chriſtians; 


Sorrow for our Calamities inſeparable from 


our Nature as Men. No Affliction for the 


preſent is Joyous, but grievous ; and we are 


forbid to deſpiſe the Chaſtning of the Lord i. 


That we may be the more calm and eaſy 


under God's Rod, we ſhould take care to 
revive and cheriſh thoſe becoming Appre- 
henſions that we lateh had; whether of 


the Majeſty and Purity of the Divine Na- 


ture; whether of the evil Nature of Sin; 


whether of the Vanity and Emptineſs of the 
World ; whether of the Love and Favour 
of God; whether of the Importaxce and 


Conſolation of a Claim through Chriſt to a 
better World; till theſe Thoughts be fixed 


1 in 
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in our Minds, and engraven on our 
Hearts. 


V. Guard againſt the over-bearing 
Power of worldly Cares. „ 
I am ſure this Piece of Advice can nei- 
ther be improper in it ſelf, nor impertinent 
to our Caſe, ſeeing our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf (who well knew the Nature of Men 
and Things) has charged us that we take 
Heed to our ſelves, Jeſt at any Time our 
Hearts be overcharged with the Cares of this 
Life”, We particularly have ſeen ſo much 
| of the tranſitory Nature of all earthly 
Things, that one would think we had need 
ow to put ſome Force upon our ſelves, in 
order to apply to the Concerns of Time 
with that Diligence and. Induſtry as we 


WW 02g): to do; but alas! ſo hardly are we 


cured of our Over-fondneſs for this World, 
that ſome, perhaps, are in more danger of 
over-doing than ever. So uneaſy are their 
L:fſes to them, that they impatiently de- 
ſire an Increaſe of their worldly Subſtance, 
and thereupon are inclined to proſecute 
this Deſign, even with a ſinful and deſtru- 
dive Eagerneſs. That we may avoid this 
Extreme let us conſcientiouſly obſerve the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Aud having Food and 


m Luke xxl. 34. 


2 Ra- 
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Ratment let us be therewith content. But the 
that will be rich fall into Temptatious and a 
Suare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Luſt, 
which arown Men in Deſtruction and - Per. 


dition". 158 | 
Many Arguments may be urged to 
preſerve us from the Power of a ſinful 
Carefulneſs; as, that it carries its own 
Puniſhment along with it ; hereby the Mind 
is ſo ruffled that the Man becomes aneaþ 
to himſelf and all about him. It implies 
a reproachful Di ſtruſt of the Goodueſs of God, 
who is tenderly concerned for the Welfare 
of his Creatures. It is alfo altogether 
#ſeleſs and unprofitable, for which of you 
by taking Thought can add one Cubit unto his 


ungrateful in any of the ſincere Diſciples of 

Chriſt, ſhould they indulge a carking Hi 
citude, when he has not only kindly warned 
them againſt it, but aſſured them of his 
abundant Care? Therefore take no Thought, 
ſaying, what ſhall we eat? Or, what ſhall we 
drink? Or, wherewithal ſhall we be clothed? 
For your heaveuly Father knoweth that ye have 
Need of all theſe Things”. May theſe Con- 
ſiderations effectually prevail upon us to 

caſt all our Care on God, for he careth for us". 


31,32. 41 Pet, v. 7, . 


Stature“? Moreover, will it not be very 
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I cannot but have a ſpecial Compaſſion 
on ſome who may be in danger of the con- 
trary Extreme to this; for lately ſuch was 
their Condition, that they were furniſhed 
with all the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of 
Life, but now ſuch a ſad Change is made, 
ſo low are they reduced, and ſo ſmall their 
Hopes of recovering their former Station 
in Life, that they are even tempted to 
orow deſperate, and to give up themſelves 
to Looſeneſs and Extravagancy. Think a 
little, will this make your Caſe better! 
Will it not make it vaſtly worſe ? Becauſe 
you cannot live in this World in as flou- 
riſhing a Manner as once you preſumed 
you ſhould, will you therefore live more 
like Beaſts than Men? Becauſe you have 
loſt this World, will you therefore, in- 
ſtead of being excited to think of, and 
make ſure of a better, make ſure of nei- 
ther? What, becauſe you have loſt your 
worldly Treaſure, will you therefore (as 
an unavoidable Conſequence of your Im- * 
pieties) treaſure up for your ſelves Wrath 
againſt the Day of Wrath ©? For God's ſake 
at not ſuch an unreaſonable ſelf-deftru- 
dive Part; rather learn from all your 
| worldly Loſſes and Diſappointments to 
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thipk of, and provide for a World where 


you can meet with none. 
This will lead me to another Piece of 
Advice. | DR 


VI. Efteem an Intereſt in Chriſt as 2 
Matter of the greateſt Moment, 
An Eternity, an awful Eternity, an hap 
py or a miſerable Eternity, depends upon 
it; For other Foundation can no Man ly, 
than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chrift 
Thoſe that by Faith and Repentance, 
Love and Obedience, are intereſted in 
Chriſt Jeſus, whatever Loſſes they may 
ſuſtain, whateyer Calamities they may ut- 
fer, will not only eſcape a World of end. 
| teſs Miſery, but reach ſafe to a World of 


conſummate Felicity. For whoſoever believgth 


on him ſhall not periſh but have eternal Life" 
Think of this with the greateſt Seriouſueſs; 
pray for it with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs ; 
give no Reſt to your ſelves, till your 
„Hopes of Heaven be ſecurely ſettled on 


That we may not wegleft this great dal 
vation wrought out for us by Chriſt Jeſus, 
but may honour, love, live uato him, and 
depend by Faith upon him as an All-ſuf 


ficient and Precious Redeemer, let us ſo- 


I Cor, iii, 21, r John iii, 15+ 3 
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re lemnly conſider what he has done and ſuf- 
"  fered for us; he left Heaven, he became 
a Man of Sorrows, he endured the Wrath _ 
of God, he died on the accurſed Tree, 
he aroſe from the Dead (a Matter of Fact, 
ſeen and atteſted by above five Hundred 
Perſons at once ©) He is gone into Heaven it 
ſelf, now to appear in the Preſence of God for 
| w?, He is there {reparing a Place for 
every one of his faithful Diſciples, and 
will come again and receive them to him- 
ſelf, that where he is there they may be 
alſo. Moſt engaging Confiderations ! Enough 
to attract our Hearts for ever to himſelf, 
and to fix us for ever in his Service. May 
the Love of Chriſt conflrain us, becauſe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all then were all 
Dead; and that he died for all, that they 
which live ſhould not benceforth live unto them 
ſelves (no truly, God forbid, this would 
be the baſeſt Ingratitude poſſible) but unta 
him which died for them, and roſe again *. 
Ob, refuſe him not, I beſeech you, for 
how ſhall ye 1. if ye neglect ſo great Salva: 
tion ? And if you ſhould, will it not be 
more tolerable for the Land of Sodom in the 
Day of Judgment than for uv? 


: 5 I Cor. 1. 6. * Heb. ix. 24. ” om” John 
air. 3. Cor. v. 14, 1x. Heb. ii. 3. 


; Matth. xi. 24. 
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VII. Let nothing ſhort of Regeneration 

by the Spirit of God ſatisfy or content us, 

as an Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt. 
Were we fully to deſcribe the Nature 

of Regeneration, or being born of God, which 


the Scripture aſſures us is neceſſary to Sal- 


vation (For except a Man be born again he 
cannot ſee the Ringdom of God) it would 
render this Treatiſe too large. However, 
that ſuch a neceſſary and important Change 

| 4 N may 

„„ So. . 5 REY 
© Archbiſhop T?Zotfon, in his Fourth Volume has ſe- 
veral Sermons on this important Point of Chriſtianity, 


The Title to his Sermons is this, The Nature of Rege- 


neration, and its Neceſſity in order to Fuſitfication and 
Salvation. In page 159, &c. he treats of two Thing) 
from that Phraſe of a new Creature; as, 8 

1. © The Greatneſs of this Change. 


2. © That it is effected and wrought by a Divine 


1. © The Greatneſs of this Change, It is called 
© Kaun Ius, a new Creation; as if the Chriſtian 
Doctrine firmly entertained and believed, did, as 

& it were, mould and faſhion Men over again, tranſ- 


“ s forming them into a quite other ſort of Perſons than 


e what they were before, and made ſuch a Change 

c in them as the Creating Power of God did, in 
“ bringing this beautiful and orderly Frame of Things 
ce out of their dark and rude Chaos. Thus the Apo- 


« file repreſents it, 2 cor. iv. 6. God who commanded. 


& the Light, &c, His Second Particular is this, 
. 2, © This Change is effected and wrought by a 


ce Divine Power, of the ſame Kind with that which 


* 


& created the World, and raiſed up Chriſt Jeſus from 


c the 


* 
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may not be paſſed over in ſilence, I will 
take Notice briefly, That it conſiſts in ha- 
ving our Minds enlighten'd by the Spirit 
of God. Hereby we are enabled more 
clearly to apprehend the ſpotleſs Parity 
of God, the Beauty and Excellency of real 
Religion; the malignant and deſtructive 
| Nature of Sin, as that which is directl 
repugnant to God's perfect Holineſs: Thoſe 
that are ſanfified in Chriſt Jeſus are filled 
with the Knowledge of his Mill, in all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding *. Regeneration 
| includes in it a Change in the Mil. Where 
this obtains the Dominion of Sin is broken, 
and thoſe vicious Lufts and Appetites which 
were once predominant are conquered | 
and ſubdued. Sin no longer reigns in our 
mortal Bodies, but we through the Spirit d 
mortify the Deeds of the Body; and are will 
the Dead; two great and glorious Inſtances of the 
| © Divine Power ;. and to theſe the Scripture fre- 

© quently alludes, when it ſpeaks of this new. Orea- 
| © tion, Like as Chriſt was raiſed, &*c. Rom. vi. 4, 
| © Eph.i. 19, 20. And that ye may know <vhat is the 
| © exceeding Greatneſs of bis Poxyer, &c. So that our 
5 Renodation, and being made [new Creatures, i an 
* Inſtance of the ſame glorious Power which exerted 
it ſelf in the firſt Creation of Things, and in the 
Reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead; 


a but not altogether after the ſame Manner, as (ſays 
* he) I ſhall ſhew under the next Head.“ 


; # Cor, i. 2. | | 8 Col. i. 9. 0 h Rom. vi. 12. 
Row, viii. 13, 


ing 
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ing to have reſpect to all God's Command. Near 
ments *, and to ſubmit to all his providen- 
tial Diſpenſations, be they ever ſo ſevere, Mr 
or how nearly ſoever they may affect us Mc he 
_ Regeneration, as to its Fruits, implies far- Namo 
ther, a growing Regulation of our Aﬀedi- 
ons and Paſſzons, whereby they are with- 
drawn from unlawful Objects, moderated Nerv 
as to lawful ones, and ſet chiefly on thoſe M 
Things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth on MCh: 
the right Hand of God. In a Word, being 
fanfified by the Holy Ghoſt, we ſhall put 
the old Man with his Deeds, and put on tht 
ne u Man which is renewed in Knowledge after Nas 
the Image of him that created him, i. e. we Nuit 
ſhall be Perſons very different from what 
we once were; and that as to our Appre- 
henfions, Eſteem, Inclinations, Choice, Reſ6- 
lutions, Purſuits, Expectations, and Depet- 
dance. Happy they who are taught of 
God, and made Veſſels unto Honour, ſandti- 
fied and meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepa- 
red unto every good Work. I ſhall ſay no 
more on this Head, I chooſe rather to pr 
refer you to a valuable Treatiſe of being Wio 
Born again, now in its Thirteenth Edition, ue 
publiſhed not long ſince by the Reverend Wal 
S. Wright, D. D. and at the Requeſt of Wu 


on & Pſalm exix. 6, Col. il. 1. m Col. iii. 9, 10, 


ſome 
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ome Perſons of the eſtabliſhed Church who 
heard him preach on that SubjecF, I have 
received many of them from the worthy 
Author ſince the Fire (as well as ſome. 
other Books) and have diſtributed them 
among the Sufferers, as deſired. 


— 
- 


AL. x a as 5 
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VIII. Strictly and conſcientiouſly ob- 
lerve the Lord's Day, and be found in the 
onſtant Diſcharge of thoſe Duties that 
Chriſt has en joined us in his World. 
Remember the Sabbath Day 10 keep it holy ©, 
Good God, incline our Hearts to keep 
this Law, That we may obſerve this Day 
tas Holy unto the Lord, let us begin it alone . 
with God, with ſerious Meditation, ſolemn 
Reading his Word, and with ſecret and 
Pervent Prayer. Then let every Maſter or 
Head of Families call them together for 
tome Acts of ſocial Worſhip ; by this Means 
we and our Houſes ſhall be beſt diſpoſed 
to wait upon God in his publick Appornt- 
ments that he may teach us his Ways, and 
that we may walk in his Paths“. Though a 
proper Portion of Time may be allotted | 
tor our bodily Refreſhment, yet all Man- 
ner of Exceſs, ſhould on this Day efpeci- 
Ally, be carefully avoided, as that which 
would be peculiarly offenſive to God; nor 
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ſhould 
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ſhould we dare to feaſt our periſhing Bodies 
_ tothe ſtarving or hurt of our precious Soul 
We ſhould conſcientiouſly avoid ſuch Ex 
tertainments, and the making or receiving 
ſuch Viſus as break in upon the religious 
Order of our Families, or that prevent us 
from a conſtant Attendance on publick 
Worſhip. When this is over, then let us 
return with the ſeveral Branches of our Fa. 
milies to our own Houſes, and employ 
the Remains of the Lord's Day either in 
uſeful Inſtruclions and Exhortations, in pions 
and profitable Converſation, and in the pro- 
per Acts of Famihy and ſetret Worſhip, And 
as no Part of this ſacred Day ſhould be 
laid ont in unneceſſary Bufineſs, ſo none of 
it muſt be waſted away in impertinent ot 
vain Purſuits, theſe having a natural Ten- 
dency to deface any good Impreſſions that 
have been made upon us whilſt attending 
the Service of God according to-his Ap- 
pointments. Thus our bleſſed Saviout ob- 
ſerves of ſome, who, when they have heard, 
go forth and are choaked with Cares, and 
Riches, and Pleaſures of this Life, and bring 
no Fruit to Perfection a. Beſides, what Pet- 
ſons get by following their Employments on 
the Sabbath, is put into a Bag with Holt; 
or if it mixes with their honeſt Gains it 


Þ Luke viii. 14. 


is 
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b fike to bring a Curſe, a Blaſt, on all the 


reſt, Such as find their Pleaſure on this 
Day, will ſoon have their Pleaſure turned 
into Pain and Uneaſineſs, in this World 
or in the next, for God is a jealous God. 


Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 


Six Days ſbalt thou labour and do all thy 
Work, but the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any 
Work ; thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, 
thy Man-fervant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, wor 
thy Cattle, nor thy Stranger that is within thy) 


Gates; for in fix Days the Lord made Hea= 


ven and Earth, the Sea, aud all that in tbem 
is, and reſted the ſeventh Day . Wherefore 
the Loyd bleſſed the Sabbath Day aud hallowed 


Lit”. Thus ſaith the Lord, Take heed to your 
C ſelves, and bear no Barden on the Sabbath 


Day, neither do ye any Wark, but hatlow ye 
the Sabbath Day, as 1 commanded your Fa- 
thers *, If thon turn away thy Foot from the 
Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſure on my holy 
Day, and call the Sabbath a Delight, the ho- 


| by of the Lord, honourable, and ſpalt honour 
bim, not doing thine own Ways, nor finding 
tine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
| Wirds : Then ſhalt thou delight thy felf in the 


Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the 
bugh Places of the Earth, and feed thee with 


od. xx. $=12, fer. xvii, 21, 22; 


. the 
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Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it *. And 
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rendered the Obſervation of it grievous and burden 


86 An Addreſs to the _ 
the Heritage of Jacob thy Father ; for . th 
ſhall we not hear and obey the Voice df 


Jeſus. Chriſt . himſelf has ſaid, Think ut WM” © 


that I am come to deſtroy the Law or the Pro. 


phets; 1 am not come to deſtroy but to fulfil» 
. e  T 


* Thi, lviii, 13, RT Las Matth. v. 17. 180 lor 
Though our bleſſed Saviour does not in this Ser- to c 


mon of his take particular Notice of the Innovations Pro 
made upon, and the ſuperſtitious Abuſe of the Fourth wil 


Commandment, as he does concerning others; yet this fro! 
he does, and at a more convenient Seaſon after wards, apf 


and that more than once. At one Time in Vindication of he 


his Diſciples when they plucked the Ears of Corn, Matt. 
xii. 1. At another Time, when he healed the Man 
which had his Hand withered, Matib. xii. 10, From 
the former Caſe, or on a like Occafion, mentioned by 


St. Mark, Chap. ii. 23, Sec. our Saviour not only free- Cal 
ly condemns the ſuperſtitious Abuſe of the Sabbath, but lik 
ver. 27, 28. there tells them the Reaſons of it. 4 th 
be ſaid unto them, the Sabbath avas made for Man, i.e. th 
for the Good and Benefit of Man, and not Man for the lie 
Sabbath, i. e. no Man is obliged ſo to ſanctify the Ml *» 
Sabbath as thereby to ſubje& himſelf to any real or B 
pernicious Inconveniencies, or to prevent him from WF ® 
other Services when the Nature end Neceſlity of 7 


Things require it, as in the Caſes of War, Fire, Sick- 
neſs, or the like. Therefore the Son of Man i, Lord al. 
ſo of the Sabbath, i. e. has not only a Power and Au- 
thority devolved on him to diſcharge Men from any 
ſuperſtitious or ſelf-injurious Regard to the Sabbath, 
which ſome have taught as neceſſary, and thereby 


Tome, 
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Ffteem not ſuch an Obſervation of the 
[Lord's Day tedious. Say not, What a 
Mearineſs is it? When will the Sabbath be 

. 15 ; gone, 


ſome, but has alſo ſuch a Dominion granted to him, 
| that he may, if he ſees fit, as Lord of the Sabbath, al- 
ter the very Day it ſelf; which is highly probable our 
Lord did afterward, as the moſt eftcQual Way at once 
to cure Men of a ſuperſtitious Obſervation of it. The 
probability of this is not ſmall, as will appear, if we 
will allow our ſelves to conſider, that our Lord roſe 
from the Dead on the firſt Day of the Week, and then 
appeared to his Diſciples; and again, after eight Days 
be came and flood: in the midſt of them, Fohn xx. 
| 19, 26, whereby he ſignalized this Day, and made 
the Memory of it precious to his Followers. Beſides, 
the practice of the firſt Diſciples of our Lord (who 
| were moſt like to know his Mind and Will; and be- 
| cauſe without the Knowledge of his Will this was not 
| like to have been their Practice) makes this Change of 
the Day highly probable, for this was the Day when 
they, after Chrilt's Reſurrection, met together for pub- 

lick Worſhip, as we read, And upon the firſt Day of 
| the Heel, quhcn the Diſciples came together to break 
Bread, Paul preached unto them, Acts xx, 7. This Day 
| allo was obſerved as Holy unto the Lord by the primi- 
| tive Chriſtians in the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; none 
| Cipute it. We read, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. upon the firſt Day 
| Of the Week, when they are ſuppoſed to aſſemble to- 
| gether, which I think one may venture to affirm, with- 
| Out any doubt, was for the publick Worſhip of God, 
| Moreover, as one grand Ordinance of Chriſtianity is 
termed the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 20, ſo is this the 
| Lord's Day, Rev. i. 10, emphatically fo called, it be- 
Ing the Day which he ſeems to have appropriated to 
himſelf, and appointed for his Service, 


Saints in Heaven (for they never ceak 


| ſuch Perſons, could they poſſibly be ad: 
mitted there, who think it much, if nt 
more than enough, to ſpend an Hour un 


fairly or juſtly infer from the Change of the Day, the 


Keeping the Sabbath, which were peculiar to the 
Fecus) are of equal Force on us now as on former Ge- 


tant Declaration hereby of our Belief, that God cres- 


of God's having created the World and reſting from 
| kis Works; but hereby alſo we ſolemnly remember, 


and ceaſed from his own Works, as God did from 


1 Amos vii. 5. 
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gone, that we may ſet forth Wheat © ? Sabbath 
ſtrictly obſerved will not fit uneaſy i 
dying . Hours, nor would they v0, wer, 
there a ſerious and pious Spirit. Would 
not the conſtant uninterrupted Services of the 


from ſerving God) be burdenſome to 


To which we might add, that none, I think, ent 


aboliſhing or deſtroying the Law it ſelf concerning the 
Sabbath, ſeeing all the Ends of that Law can bea. 
wel] anſwered by our ſtrict and pious Regard had to 
this Day as to the other. The Reaſons for the Obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath, inſerted in the Precept it {elf 
(though other Reafons were afterwards added for the 


nerations, ſuch as a pious Remembrance, and con- 


ted the World in fix Days, and reſted the ſeventh, 
only with this Difference, that we keep the firſt Day 
and not the ſeventh, whereby we not only as certain- 
ly and ſolemnly commemorate and declare our Belief 


and declare our Belief of Chriſt's riſing from the Dead 
on the firſt Day, when he compleated the great Work 
of our Redemption, and then entered into his Relt, 


2. 


Acts 


— 
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Ads of publick Worſhip, and then waſte 


| away the other Parts of the Day in mind- 
ing their Buſineſs, ſerving their Liſts, or 


in finding their Pleaſures ? If a light Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath be thought into- 


lerable, it muſt be afcribed to the Per- 
verſneſs and Earthlineſs of Men's Hearts, 
and not to any Severity in the Inſtitution 
it ſelf; no, that was kind and gracious, 


with a Defign to promote our preſent Good 


and Peace, and to render us more meet 
for an eternal Sabbath in Heaven. There 
remaineth therefore a Reſt, oa6Caliou;, a 


Sabbatiſm, or keeping of a Sabbath, 10 
the People of God. They that like and 
love, that ſtrictly obſerve, and conſcienti- 
| ouſly improve God's Sabbaths now, are 
| Perſons rightly diſpoſed for the Employ- 


ments of the heavenly World above. 
| Should I not be ſo happy as to prevail 
on ſome to make Conſcience of a due Re- 
gard to the Sabbath; too many tis to be 
feared will ſtill prophane it; yet I would 
pleaſe my ſelf with the Hope that ſuch as 
are in Authority, or of Rank and Figure 


among us, will by their good Example, 


and pious Care, prevent any open and ſcan- 
dalous Profanation of this ſacred Time; nor 
would I have any think, that Religion is 


HHeb, iv. 9. | 
1 


to 


A 
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to be confined within the Limits of a Sa. 
bath; no, we onght ſo to ſanctiſy God's 
Sabbaths, that we may learn to behave the 
better, both rewards God and Men, on 
every other Day ; we ſhall, otherwiſe, be 
juſtly chargeable with meer Firmality in 
Religion, contrary to the very Nature and 
Deſign of it. We are not only to wor- 
ſhip and ſerve God on the Lord's Day, 
but every Day of our Lives. Secret Pray- 
er ſhould be eſteemed a Duty of daily Re- 
volution. The Duty it ſelf our Saviour 
has ſolemnly and kindly obliged us to the 
Performance of. But thou, when thou pray- 
eſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt 
Put thy Door, pray to thy Father which is in 
ſecret ©. Yea, we ſhould be without Excuſe, 
if every Family met not together daily at 
the Throne of Grace to implore God's 
favourable Regards, and to commit them- 
ſelves to his Care and Protection. I ſhould 
rejoice for your ſakes, and for the ſake of 


Religion too, to ſee that Day, when eve- 


_TY Habitation may become a Houſe of Pray 
er. The Reaſonableneſs and Uſeſulieſs of 
_ theſe Duties, as well as our Obligation to 
the Performance of them, will be always 
evident, while we have Perſonal and Family: 
Sins to confeſs and: bewail; Bleſfengs to 


Matth. vi. 6, 2 
ask 


* 
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ask, and .numberleſs Mercies to give God 
| Thanks for. Have we new Habitations? 
| I would to God we had new Hearts too. 
Then with an humble Confidence we- 
might pray with the Pſalmiſt; Return, O 
Lord, how long! and let it repent thee concerns 
| ing thy Servants: O ſatisfy us early with thy 
Mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
Days. Make us glad according to the Days 
wherein thou haſt affiicted us, and the Years- 
wherein we have Jeen Evil, Let thy Work: 
| appear unto thy Servants, and thy Glory unto - 
| their Children, And let the Beauty of the Lord : 
| our Cod be upon us, and eſtabliſh thou the 
Mort of our Hands upon us, yea, the Work of 
| our Hands eſtabliſh thou it ®* 
But before I leave this Particular, ſuffer 
| me to mind you of one important Duty : 
more, I: mean the conſtant and ſerious - 
| Reading the holy Scriptures, 7 I 
Among other Complaints that were made 
| ſoon after the Fire, I well remember this was 
one, not only our Habitations, and our Places 
| of: Morſbip are demoliſhed, but alas! our 
Bibles too are burnt in the Flames. The 
| Occaſion of the Complaint was ſad, yet 
| the Complaint it ſelf carried a good Inti- 
mation with it, ſo that one could not for- 
bear hoping, if ſuch Perſons were again 


- Pſal. xc. 13 Oc. 
ä * 


ſup⸗ 
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ſupply'd with this ſacred Volume, they would 
not only barely look into it, but take 
God's Word for a Lamp unto their Feet 
aud a Light unto their Path, You know, 
that upon Application made to ſome well 
diſpoſed Gentlemen in London, Bibles were 
ſent to ſome Perſons of this Town, which 

were with Pleaſure diſtributed by them, 
and thankfully received by you. Now will 

it not be very ungrateful both to God and 
Man, ſhould you neglect diligently to read 
and meditate on them ? But I would hope 
better Things of many of you, and ſuch as 
_ accompany Salvation, though I thus ſpeak, 1 
could mention (was there need of it) ma- 
ny Arguments to preſs you to the Per form- 
ance of this Duty. The bleſſed God took 
Compaſſion on a blind and ignorant World, 
and at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, 
- ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fathers, by tbe 
Prophets: And hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken 
unto us by his Son*; and has kindly taken 
Care that his Mind and Will thus made 
known unto us ſhould be committed to 
Writing, and handed down to us. Be- 
ſides, are not the Scriptures deſigned to 
be the Rule and Standard of our Faith and 

Manners ? The Rule by which we are to 
live, and by which we are to be judg'd? In 


b Heb, 1 I, 2. 


; 
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a Word, do they not contain all thoſe Do- 
| flrines, Precepts, Probibitions and Promi ſes, 
| needful to our Direction, Admonition, Con- 
ſolation, and eternal Salvation? Al Scrip- 
ture is given by Inſpiration of God, aud is pro- 
fitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correcti- 
| on, for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs, that the 
| Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſbed 
unto all good Works ©, . 155 IX 


< im n e En . 
That the diligent and careful Peruſal of the Serip- 
tures would be of great Service to us, one may be 
ſure, had we no other Reaſon to think ſo than the 
following one, viz. that the known and open Ene- 
mies of the Cauſe of Chriſt and his Kingdom are ſuch 
| avowed Adverſaries to this Practice. For they, you 
know (as what they rightly judge would beſt tend to 
ferve their dart Purpoſes) take out of the Hands of the 
People thoſe Weapons of our Chriſtian Warfare, which 
though not carnal, are mighty, through God, to the pull- 
ing down the firong Holds of Satan, 2 Cor. x. 4. Theſe 
divine Oracles would make us eviſer than our Enemies,. 
Plal. exix. 98. were they ever with us. I have many 
Times thought, even with Shame and Surprize, what 
Pains and Expence the Romiſp Church is at to propa- 
gate the Chriſtian Faith, as they are pleaſed to term 
heirs; when, in Truth, many of their Do#rines are 
a Reproach to Chriſtianity: To name no other here 
than theſe two, viz. That Ne FAITH 1s re BE KEPT 
WITH HERETICKS, meaning Proteſtants ; And THAT 
II THEY KILL US TMEY DO GoD SERVICE, DotFrines 
that could never come from God, for God is Love, but 
muſt be from their Father the Devil. They have a 
watchful and greedy Eye on this happy and, with 
relileſs Labour they endeavour to proſelyte many 
e among 
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IX. Let Love to God , and Benevolence 
to Men, be a governing Principle in our 
„ RS 


As theſe are Duties in their Nature i * 
moſt important, ſo thoſe Favours we have [or 
received from both in our afflicted Cir- thy 


among us, nor have they been altogether ſueceſsleſs in Wal 
their Attempts, To prevent, the ſpreading of this ! 
Plague amongſt us it would pleaſe me much if this fol- WM os 
lowing proper Antidote, with others, was provided, Wl ,!] 
9/2, that thoſe who have it in their Power would take 
effectual Care, by ſome legal Proviſion, that Bibles 
printed on good Paper, and in a fair character, my 
come as cheap as poſſible, that every Family in Great Ve 
Britain may have one at leaſt in their Houſes, 
1 would here alſo take Notice further of an Obſer- 
vation I made ſome Years paſt, on the Reading a Vo- 
lume publiſhed by Tho. Ward, in which he has artfully 
and wickedly burleſqued the glorious Reformation from 
Popery. Among other Things, like a cunning Prieft, 
he expoſes the good old laudable Cuſtom of Perſons 
bringing their Brbles with them to Church, - Fas eſt & 
ab Hoſte doceri. A good Cuſtom, I wiſh its Revival, 
and that all "Proteſtant Minifters would, in their S- 
mons (as Occaſion requires) not only mention the 
Words of Scripture, but the Chapter and Ferſe alſo; by 
this Means the People would become intimately ac- 
quainted with their Bibles, than which, nothing what- 
ſoever would more effectually eſtabliſh Perſons in the 
glorious Cauſe of Proteſtantiſin, and more effectually 
prevent the ſpreading of cruel and enſlaving Popery: 
My great Veneration for the holy Bible, and my true 
Concern for the Proteſtant Cauſe (which, no Doubt, 
is the Cauſe of God) inclined me to inſert this Para- 


graph in the Margin. 1 
i cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, peculiarly oblige, us to the 
| Obſervance of them, as I ſhall ſhew more 
| at large under the next Head. 85 
Love to God, and Love to our Neigh-_ 
| bour, theſe two include all the Parts and 

| Branches of Religion. Thou ſhalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all 

| thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. This is the 
| firſt and great Commandment, and the ſecond 
is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour. 
| as thy ſelf. On theſe two Commandments hang 

| all the Law and the Prophets. „ 
Firſt, Love to God. 


Nothing is more reaſonable, than that 
ve love God, the God that made us, the 
Saviour that redeem'd us; that Being from 
whom all our Bleſſings deſcend; for every 
good Gift, and every perfect Gift, is from above. 
If we are happily and powerfully influencd 
by this Divine Principle, namely, Love to 
| God, we ſhall be ſincere and cheerful in 
| our Obedience to him, So far then will 
It be, ; from being an Uneafſineſs to ns, to 

ſerve and honour God, in every Capacity 
and Station of Life, that we ſhall not be 
ſatisfied till this be our conſtant 'Temper. 
| For this is the Love of God, that we keep his 

| Commandments, and his Commandments are not 


* 


" Matth, xii, 37, * James 5, 37, „ John v. 3; 
| 2 Secondly, 
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© Secondly, Love to our Neighbour. 
When this prevails in us we ſhall be 
_ readily diſpofed to fill up thoſe Duties we 
owe to each other as Fellow-Creatures, and 
Chriſtians, If Love be wanting, our Hearts 
will ſoon be filled with thofe cruel Vice 
which draw after them many great and 
| ſore  Calamities. When Wrath, Hatred, 
and Envy reign in the Heart, what leſs 
can be expected than Confuſion and every evil 
Work, Would it not be very unſeemh, 
and Matter of Reproach, for a People that 
are involved in one common Diſtreſs, to be 
full of Anger, Rancour, RNab and Malice? 
duch a ſavage Temper as this would render 
us moſt contemptible in the Eye of God 
and all wife and good Men. Let there- 
fore all hard Speeches, all ill Uſage' of one 
another, all opprobrious Names, which tend 
to irritate our Paſſions, and to excite con- 
temptible Thoughts of others; let all Il 
uill, and contempruous Shineſs, from hence- 
forth ceaſe, and be no more.; let each of 
us rather turn our Reſentments againſt. our 
Sins, and look upon our common Affliction 
as a warm Incentive to Benevolence. And 
if we are yet inclined to provoke one ano” 
ther, let it be only to Love and good Works, 
Let us love as Brethren. For the Kingdom of 


8 8 Heb, x 24. 5 , 
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God is not Meat aud Drink, but Righteouſs 
neſs and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt b. 
We ſhould endeavonr, as the Apoſtle ex- 
| horts us, to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. There is one Body and one Spi- 
it, even as ye are called in one Hope of your 
| Calling. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
ane God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in us ail. ” 

An human Law is made with this Pream- 
| ble to it, for determining Differences, &c. 
But that we may fave thole Gentlemen 
| therein nominated, and our ſelves too, 
the Trouble of determining any more Dif- 
| /crences, let us prevent them by our con- 
| ſcientions Obſervance of the great Law of 
| Live. Love worketh uo ill to his Neighbour, 
| therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law *®, 
Love, God-like Virtue indeed! It is pity 
it was not a regent Principle in every 
Breaſt; then not only all baſe MA. nature 
| and diabolical Malice and Envy would fall 
before it, bud even leſſer Srrifes and De- 
bates too, and many would be the great 
and valuable Effects and Conſequences 
| thereof, If Love reign'd in our Hearts, 
| this would incline us to be tender one of 
another; to yield to any Thing reaſonable 


Rom. xiv, 7, * Eph. iv. 3, Sc. * Rom. xiii.10+ 
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for Peace ſake ; to deny our ſelves in ſome 
lefſer Matters that we may do. another 2 
greater Kindneſs; to be ready to do al 
good Offices, and to ſtudy each others Hap 
Pineſs, This would render us more like 
the Inhabitants of the upper Morld, where 
perfect Love reigns, and where God, who 
1s Love, dwells. 
He that wants theſe, viz. Love to God, 
and Love to his Neighbour, wants the very 
| Eſſence of Religion. And as we would 
hope ſhortly to Teach that moſt agreeable 
State above, where Love is in Perfeclin, 
ani ver ſal and everlaſting, let us practical) 
regard the Charge of the Apoſtle, Put ut 
therefore (as the let of God, holy and be- 
toved) Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humble 
neſs of Mind, Meekne ſs, Long- -ſufering. N- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another. 
Tf any Man have a Quarrel againſt any, even 
_ 3 Chrift forgave you, Jo alſo do ye. And about 
all theſe Things oe on e which is tif 
1 Bond of eee | 


X. We ſhould be ebend thaukſs 
to God for all Favours received, and truly 

_ grateful to our Benefattors, 
Both God and Man have 1 us un- 
der the particular eie den 11 _ 


Col. i, 124 E 
tude, 
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nde. Nothing can be more reaſonable, 
| than that the high Praiſes of God ſhould be 
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in our Mouth, who has put it into the 


Hearts of Men to give fo willingly, fo li- 


erally. The moſt grateful Returns are 
due to our generous Benefattors. 


The Royal Bounty claims our firſs Re- 
gards ; and I hope we ſhall always eſteem 


our ſelves under peculiar Engagements to 
| the greateſt Loyalty and Duty, and bound 
to ſend up our fervent Prayers to Heaven 
for our moſt gracious Sovereign King GEORGE, 
bis Royal Cox sor, and all the Royal Fa- 
| ILY 5 That Proſperity and Peace may at- 
tend them; and thoſe Bleſſings be perpe- 
| tuated to their Poſterity as long as the 


Sun and Moon endure. 
The great Benevolence of others alſo, 
wil, I truſt, effectually prevail upon us 


to pray to that God, who is able to make 
| all Grace abound cowards them, that they 
| may always have all Sufficiency in all 


Things; yea, that as they have ſown 10 
the Spirit, they may of the 1 reap Life 
everlaſting ®, me 


Give me leave to add this further Ad- 
Vice in the next Place. 


” Gall, vi. 8. 
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XI. Let it lie much at Heart, that ve 
become a People eminent for Religion. 
The /n Favours we have received, 
ard the ſevere Calamities we have endured, 
and yet feel, are Conſiderations that 
ſhould add double Weight to this Admo— 
nition. We ſhould, in one Caſe, diſcover 
our grateſul Senſe of Benefits conferred 
on us both from God and Man, by our 
being not only truly, but eminently pious 
Nothing is more pleaſing to God, ror 1; 
any Thing like to be more beneficiul to 
Men, than when our Light does fo ſhine be. 
fore them, that they may ſee our good Work, 
and gloriſy our Father which is in Heaven", 
In the other Caſe, having been caſt into 
the Fire, it is fit we ſhould leave our Dri 
behind us. The bleſſed God kindly in 
tended hereby to refine and purify us. 1 
ꝛbill turn my Hand upon thee, and will pureh 
| purge away thy Droſs, and take away all tl) 
Tin. Afterward thou ſhalt be called the Cy 
cf Righteouſneſs, the faithful City *. We 

ought to be a Pattern of prevailing and 
ſubſtantial Piety to Places around us, 
Then may it be ſaid Happy Blandford ! tho i 
inſtructed by the Rod of God's Ange! 
To this End I heartily wiſh, that ſuci 
| Perſons as are of Jufluence among us 0 


a Matth. v. 16. © Ifai i. 25, 26. 
every 
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every Denomination, would exert them- _ 
| ſelves to the utmoſt of their Power, for 
reforming us. By this means, at leaſt, 
| open Immoralities would be diſcountenan- 
ced, and daring Offenders be aſhamed. 
Such a Method as this would certainly re- 
dound to our Honour, and be the moſt pro- 
bable Means of our future Saſety and 
Peace, J leave this to your moſt ſerious 
Thoughts, and beg of God to inſpire you 
with ſuch juſt and becoming Seutiments as 
| may incline you to it. 2 


| Finally, Let us live and act as dying and 
accountable Creatures. PO $4 
5 It is appointed unto Men once to die, and af- 
er this the Fudgment?, We muſt ſoon draw 
| our laſt Breath, and ſhortly ſtand before 
the Bar of God. Solemn Thoughts in- 
| deed! I mention this not to make you 
ſad, but wiſe, wiſe unto Salvation. Were 
| we never to die, never to be judged, we 
might walk after the Vanity of our Mind, 
| and ſerve divers Luſts and Pleaſures, nor 
WW would our Behaviour on ſuch a Suppoſi- 
tion be altogether ſo unreaſonable. Late- 
| ly we eſcaped the Flames with our Lives, 
and found a Place of Refuge; but e'er 
long no one will be able to deliver himſelf 


2 Heb. ir 25. : 
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or Brother from the Power of Death, «x 
to make his Eſcape in the Day of the Lord's 
Anger, viz, that univerſal Burning Day, 
when all Nations ſhall be gathered be- 
fore him. What watkinking Creatures mul 
thoſe be, who will not lay thefe Things 
to Heart; who will not now cry for Mer- 
cy and Salvation to God, even the Father 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Mes. 
cies; e ſpecially too, when their Negled 
here will ſhortly put them under the ſad 
Neceſſity of crying to the relentleſs 

Mountains, and pitileſs Rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the Face of him that fitteth 
on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb. Say not in thy wicked Heart, 
my Lord delayeth his coming, and thereupon 
indulge thy ſelf zo eat and drink with the 

drunken. For the Lord is not ſlack concern. 
ing his Promiſe (as ſome Men count ſlackueſi 
but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not uillin 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to Repentance. But the Day of the Lord wil 
come as a Thief in the Night, in which tht 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with ferveit 
Heat, the Earth alſo, and the Works that 
are therein ſhall be burnt up. Seeing then 


that all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, uhu 


Rer. vi. 16. 7 Matth, xxiv 48, % 
£2 hs. RR Mau. 
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-Mauner of Perſons (very different to what 


many of us now are) ought we to be in all 
holy Converſation and Goalineſs ; looking for, 


and haſting unto the Coming of the Day of 


God*, May we be ſo wile as to conſider 


our latter Ende. Think often of giving in 


our ſolemn Account before that God who 


will judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 


5 2 Pet, iti. 9, 10, 11, 12. 


Ng. We in this Town have had particular and 


loud Calls to think of our latter End. I mean, as by 
the ſudden and violent Death of many cn that Day, 


| when the Town was reduced to Aſhes; ſo by the 
| Death of many Perſons ſince, who, either through 
the Labour and Fatigue, the Shocks and Surprizes of 


that Day, or by their Loſſes then ſuſtained, which 


luck too cloſe to them; or by the Methods taken fince 
that Time to drown their Sorrows, are gone into 
another World. To which let me add, the Remo- 
ving of the Remains of many of our departed Friends, 


occalioned by the Digging up the Foundations of the 
old Church, and the Laying the Foundation of the 
new one; ſo that the Bones of many were either care- 
fully and decently replaced in ſome new Graves, or 


thrown together, and interred in ſome common Heaps. 
Many out of Curioffty, and others through a kind of 


decent Neceſſity, have lately ſeen many Graves opened, 


and were called to converſe with our Dead; which 
Circumſtance and Conſequence of our Calamity ought to 
be improved by us, and ſhould mind us of that Paſſage 
in ob, I have ſaid to Corruption, thou. art my Fail er; 
to the form, thou art my Mother and my Siſter, Job 


xvii. 14. 
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accord- 
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according to his Goſpel*. Let us beg of 
God to impreſs our Minds with the pow- 
erful and governing Influences of theſe im- 
portant Truths, that we may be fully 
determined to take Chriſt's Mord for our 
Rule, his Example for our Pattern; and 
by Faith rely upon him as our only Lord, 
Saviour, and Advocate; and his Spirit to 


guide, ſanctiß, and comfort us. Then we 


may have ſolid Reſt and Peace in our own 
Breaſt; then we need not be afraid to 
die, or to appear before God's awful Tri- 
bunal; then Death will be our Gain, 
Chriſt the Judge our Friend, and Heaven 
the Place of our eternal happy Abode. 
Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord *. 
But ſhould we now ſcoff at, and deſpiſe 
the glorious Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and be aſhamed of him, ah! what 
Horror will ſeize us, what dreadful Con- 
fuſion ſhall we be thrown into when we 
mall ſee him (for every Eye ſhall ſee 
him) Come in the Glory of his Father, with 
bis holy Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 


geance on them that know not God, and that 


obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
Nructiun from the Preſence of the Lord, and 


Rom. ii. 16. ” Rev, my. 133 


fen 
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© willing and obedient, that we may find the 
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from the Glory of his. Power ; when be ſhall 
come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe, in that 
Day. 

What more weighty or important Ar- 
guments than theſe can poſſibly be men- 
tioned to perſuade Men to become the 
Servants of God? Will you lay them to 
Heart? Oh! let it never be ſaid of any of 
us, God gave us Time and Space to repent ” 
and we repented not; rather let ns be 


real Advantage of Religion at preſent, 
and reap the everlaſting bleſſed and glo- 
rious Conſequences thereof in a future 
State through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
is the Way, and the Truth, and the Life, for 
no Man cometh unto the Father but by him *. 
And now I commend you to God, aud to the 
Mord of his Grace, which is able to build you 
upp, and to give you an Inheritance among all 
them which are ſandti ſied . e 


My ſincere Deſire of others Happineſs 
and Proſperity inclines me, before I con- 
clude, to drop a Word or two to the In- 
habitants of other Places alſo, See what 
God has done to us; paſs ye to Tiverton, 


Rev. ii. 21, John xiv, 6. 2 Acts 


\ 


and 
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and ſee, think of the Caſe of Ramſey; 
take theſe awful Warnings, and read the 
Words of the Prophet, Nye to them that 
are at Eaſe in Zion; paſs ye unto Calneh 
and ſee, and from thence go ye to Hamath the 
great, then go down to Gath of the Philiſtines, 
ye that put far away the evil Day*. Surely 
when God's Fudements are in the Earth, 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn Righte- 
ouſueſs e It well becomes all Perſons, di- 
ligently to obſerve, and carefully to in- 
drove, ſuch awakening Calamities which 
ve and others have felt. Theſe a wile 
q Providence ſeems to have ofdered in dif- 
ferent Parts of the Nation, and 'about the 
fame Time, that Perſons may by them 
be the more nearly and deeply affected. 
Here are two or three Witneſſes from dif- 
| ferent Sorters, that God is a God that 
: hates Sin, and will ſometimes diſcover 
|, his Reſentment againſt it in this Life, 
FF that others may hear and. ſee, and. fear, 
and do not ſo wickedly. May all Magi- 
rates eſteem themſelves concerned from 
hence, to exert their beſt Endeavours to 
put the Laws in Execution for the Sup- 

preſſion of Immoralities, which, as they 
provoke the Eyes of God's Glory ©, fo they 
often bring on larger or leſſer Societies of 


> Amos vi. 7, 2, 3. © Ifa, xvi. 9. Ia. ii. 8. 


Men. 
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Men Diftreſſes great and \inexpreſſible, 
Let Miniſters take the Warning, be Eu- 


ſamples to the Noob. "Cry aloud, ſpare not,, 
and ſhew unto the People their Tranſgreſſions 
and their Sins f. And may the People every 
where piouſly contribute their Part to- 


wards a general Reformation, then we 


may hope that Goodneſs and Mercy will fol- 


low us all the Days of our Lives, 

We ſhould rejoice (I hope many of 
us ſhould) if our great Affliction may 
occaſion your vifible Reformation : If our 


Fall may prove a Means of your Sand- 


ing: If you who have ſeen in us a ma- 


nifeſt, though ſad Proof of the uncertain _ 


E and precarious Tenure of earthly Poſſeſ- 


ion, may learn from hence to lay up 


your Treaſure in Heaven; yea, as the 
beſt Return (that we in our Circumſtances 


are capable of making you, for all your 
_ Favours 16; generouſly beſtowed upon us 
we ſhall, I hope, think our ſelves bound 


in Conſerence and Gratitude to pray, that 
as our Sufferizgs have excited your great 
Compaſſion, and unſual Benevolence, fo they 


may prove a Means, of exciting in you a 


juſt Dread and an irreconcilable Abhor- 


rence of Sin; and a fincere, zealous and 
conſtant Care to pleaſe God in all Things ; 


*1Pe;v. 3. f Ifa, lviit. 1. 


That 
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Wo An Addreſs, &c. © 
I That being made free from Sin, and become 
Wt Servants to God, ye may have your Fruit un- 
to Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Life, 
Por the Wages of Sin is Death: But the Gift 
Wl of God is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
Ä 


. 8 Rom. vi. 22,23» 
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